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And they mourned and wept, and faſted until even for Saul and 
for Jonathan his Son, and for the People of the Lord, and for 
the Houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they were fallen by the, ſword. 


rw. Here is no Maxim ſo general, or ſo conſtant, but 
that it may allow of ſome exception; and there- 
* fore tho the wiſe Man after all his experience, 
„ his moſt ſearching Obſervations, and the great 
proſpect he had of the order of ſecond Cauſes, and the tem- 
per of Mens minds, does pronounce, there was nothing new 
under the Sun: Yet this Day, and that never-enough-lamen- 
ted Villainy we now remember, muſt put in for an excep- 
tion from that Rule, which did indeed exceed all the com- 
mon meaſures of wickedneſs fo far; that as there is nothing 
in any Hiſtory like it, ſo when the World is ſome Ages ol- 
der (if ſuch an action be not an Omen that its end is near) 
this will ſcarce gain credit, but be looked on as the Tragi- 
cal contrivance of ſome deeply Melancholy Wit. Some Prin- 
ces have been by their prevailing Conquerors put to Death, 
others have been aſſaſſinated by their own' Subjects: But 
to ſee a Soveraign Prince brought to the Pageantry of a 
Mock-trial, and by a Court made up. of his own Subjects 
on a pretence of Juſtice, ſentenced to loſe his Life; not in 


the corner of ſome private FOR, but in the chief 9 
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his Dominions, and in the moſt eminent place of it, is an fa 


uould gare to act what in former Ages none would haye 
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for Boniface did yet more meanly comply, and 1 N 
of the Church. From * 


4 [ 5 1 
an fr +66 168ked for now; aſter all the Opinions un of 
that wieir Emiſfaries'have breached; of murtlering Princes, than 
ave qt that time when their corruptions were but a- forming, 

And their Ambition was Nr pe to by: at Supremacy and 
Feſt © niverſal Juriſdiction. 


of But is all our Work only to reflect with ſome horror on 8 
m- this Infamous Action? Have we no other concern in this 
as Day? The Collect tells us, That the fins of this . Nation have 
ho Fee the chuſe which bath brought this heavy judgment upon us. 


We alſo pray, That this our Land be freed from the vengeance of 
al, ©bjs Blood. And indeed had not our Sins been great, ſo that 
of | the cup of our iniquities was quite full, it could not have 
lo run over in a tract of a long Civil War, which brought 
fo) Along with it ſo much blood-ſhed, rapine and. contempt of 
d All things ſacred and humane; and all Was completed ,in 
e this crime, beyond which Wickedneſs could go no higher, 
=" _ FTholewho were ſo nobly and generoully Loyal as to ſerve 
IT his late 2s feſty of moſt bleſſed Memory, do with a juft 
t - glorying rejoice in the reflection on their paſt Services; 
- + yetlet me crave leave to offer even to them how far they 
 _ : onght to be concerned in mourning and faſting on this Oc- 
cCaſſon. It was our contempt of God and Religion, our be- 
ning purely formal in our Religious Worſhip, our forgetting 
to acknowledge God the Author of our Peace and, Plenty, 
our abuſin hoſe by exceſs and riot, that brought on thoſe 
fad and unheard of Judgments, Among the much- abuſed | 
Words of the late time were Incendiary and Incendiariſm 4 
but thoſèe were the great Incendiaries that kindled God's 
Wrath, and it is from ſuch that we may juſtly fear the like, 
or rather feverer Judgments, if our Sins now be greater 
than they were then: Therefore the lamenting and repen- 
ting of theſe Sins, by which what is paſt may be forgiven, 
and what ta be feared bo prevented, being the proper 
Work of this Day; I come now to conſider my Text, and 
What reflections may be drawn from it, tho in a caſe ſo 
much without a precedent as this is, it is not to be imagi- 
ned that a Text wholly pertinent can be pickt up. But 
we ſhall make the moſt - of this we can, and conſider babes 


ings in it. 
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Firſt, This King, whoſe Death was ſo much lamented, gr 
and in what particulars he was a Parallel, and in what not, , 
of our Royal Martyr. dS LSE TW 194 6 33 Bis 5 hs £77 4 5 4 WT; 
Secondly, What reaſon David with the reſt of the Peo- 7, 
ple of Vrael had to mourn for his Death, and how far that 'Þ 
agrees wich our cate. ess. How 
Thirdly, How they expreſſed their ſorrow, and how far 
their example calls on us to imitate it. 9 e 
For the firſt, it was Saul the Son of Kiſh, whom God had 5 
by the Hands of Samuel deſigned to be King of 1/rael, for 5 
. Whom David had that reſpeR, that even when he was moſt 
unjuſtly hunting his Life, yet he would not ſtretch forth 
his hand againſt him, ſeeing he was the anointed of the Lord. . 
And in this our Royal Martyr was his Parallel, ſince ge 
was, by a tract of an undiſputed Succeſſion, that which 
Saul was by immediate Revelation, the Lord's Anointed. And 
indeed he looked on himſelf as having his Authority from 
God, as will appear from the following inſtances, (which 
before I mention I muſt preface with this) that I will not 
enlarge on the whole Field of that Murdered Prince's Vir- i 
tues ; for that were both-endleſs, they being ſo. many, and 
needleſs, they being ſo well known: But having by a great 
happineſs. ſeen not a few (I may. add hundreds of) Papers 
under his own Royal Pen; I ſhall only now offer divers 
Paſſages drawn out of thoſe that will give ſome Characters 
of his great Soul. And as in the Indies, the Art of Painting 
is only the putting together little Plumes of ſeveral colours, 
In ſuch method as to give a repreſentation of what they 
, Yeſign; which cho' it be but coarſe work yet the Colours 
are lively; ſo I can promiſe no exact work, but true and © 
lively Colours I will offer, being thoſe mixed by our Mar- 
tyr himſelf, tho' perhaps unskilfully placed by me. And 
as the Popiſh Legend tells of two Pictures of our Saviour 
done by himſelf, one particularly which he left in Veronicas 
Handkercher when he wiped his Face with it ; fo from the 
ſweat of our Royal Martyr ſome Lineaments of his Face 
ſhall be offered. And to return to make good the chara- 
cter of our late Sovereign, he owned all his Authority to 
be derived from God; and therefore in one of his Papers I 
25 e 1 
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ed, ind theſe words, when he is acknowledging the great Bleſ= . 
Bros, and eminent protection he had received from the hands of 
e Almighty, be adds ; To whom we know we muſt yield a dear 

do- "Bccount for any breach of truſt, or failing of our duty towards our 

hat f ople. And in another Paper reflecting on the Demand 
concerning the Militia, he gives the reaſon why he could 
far Hot conſent to it as it was-propoſed ; Becauſe thereby he whol- 
Jy diveſted himſelf (as he conceived) of the power of the Sword 
ad intruſted to him by God and the Laws of the Land for the Prote- 

Or * jon and Government of bis People, thereby at once diſinberiting 

ft 575 Poſterity of that Right and Prerogative of the Crown, which 4 

th © abſolutely neceſſary for the Kingly-Office, and ſo weakening Monar- 

" chy in this Kingdom, that little more than the name and ſhadow 

ne of it will remain. In another Paper he expreſſes his zeal to 

h preſerve the Laws, as became God's Vicegerent, in theſe 


id words: If we wanted the Conſcience we cannot the Diſcretion, to 
m |, tempt God in an unjuſt quarrel, the Laws of our Kingdom ſhall 
h be ſacred to us, we ſhall refuſe no hazard to defend them, but ſure 
It 0 wwe ſhall run none to invade them. And that Paper which is 


2 


very long, he thus concludes,” God fo deal with us and our 
Poſterity, as we ſhall inviolably obſerve the Laws and Statutes of 
our Kingdom, and the Proteſtations we have ſo often made for the 


Defence of the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, the Laws of the 
1 Land, and the juſt Privileges and Freedom of Parliaments. 


From theſe Evidences it will appear what ſevere thoughts 


he had of the Obligations he lay under to Almighty God, 


from whom he had his power, and to whom he knew he 


was to give account of his Adminiſtration. 


2. We find it is ſaid of Saul, that after he was anointed, 


God pave him another heart, and that meeting a company 


of Prophets he propheſied to the aſtoniſhment of thoſe that 
beheld him. How much of this Divine Spirit reſted on our 
_ Bleſſed Martyr, all thoſe Meditations which were his Exer- 
Ciſes in his retirement do abundantly declare. If by Saul's 
pPropheſy ing be meant the foretelling what was to come, I 
meet ſome what very near it from his Royal Pen, Anno 1642. 
in a Letter, wherein he writes theſe words; I have ſet up my 
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reſt on the juſtice of my cauſe, being reſolved that no extremity or 
misfortune ſhall make me vic ; Fer I will either be 4 * 
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King, er @ Patient ur, ; ang as! Jet being te fl, 
at 1% Forint: Mimi be other, + WY it now 2 Kaul I 
» ta expreſs this my. reſo _ + Joh. A very overly obſerver. "all 1 
0 8 coe in theſe, words, even without a Commentary. 


th propheſy ing he to be underſtgad an elevated way of 7 


truſting in God, and adoring him, then I ſhall add what 1 
| nder the 1 — Sacred Pen, when he was at Newcaſtle, | 
in 2 Letter to one of his Subjects: Know rbat I rather expref | 
the worſe than the better event of rhings ; being reſolved (hy tbe 
Grace Gad, ænd without the leaſt repining. at him) to (uffer any ; 
thing . at injury. can put upon me, ruther than {in againſt my Con- . 
ae, 73 in another Letter, Now fer the fad conſequences | 9 
know no ſo ood \antidate as 8 good Conſcience, which by the © 
Gee 7 Cd will preſerve whatever elſe bappen to me. - 
A third Character we have of Saul is that he was very 
careful to protect his Subjects when in nen 2.25 appears 
both by his haſte to relieve Fabiſh-Giliad, when ſore put to 
it by the King of Ammon, and by his « Engaging againſt the 
Fei ht ſo much Perſonal danger to himſelf and his 
| Famil y. Now what our Martyr's zeal for protecting his 
Subjects was, (I ſpeak not of his care in protecting (he op- 
N preſſed Proteſtants i in Germany and France, which I leave to 
the Hiſtorians) I ſhall make appear from the following Exi- 
dences. What vaſt Conceſſions he made to his Native King- : 
dom every body knows; and therefore he concluded a. Pa- 
per he ſigned on his Pacification with them in theſe words: 
And as ue have juſt reaſon to beliene that to our peaceable and 
Wel- affected Subjects this will be ſatisfactory; ſo we take God. 
and the World to witneſs that whatever Calamities ſhall enſue by 
our neceſſutated ſuppreſſing of the Inſolenties of ſuch as ſhall continue 
in their diſobed;ent. Courſes, is not vecafroned by us, but by their 
o procurement. And in a Letter to one of his Commil- 
ones there, he writes: But if he, wadneſs of our Subjects be 
ughs, bat they. will not rol [atisfied wiib av hat ae have gives © 
·ʒ:ßß; -chBanding ll their Joſs 
nates per [HL allow 104: gor mee e then ; I tale God to 
Nee what wilgny Hexer full tobt Conti bereafter, it 
of eurg bus der awe, procurement... And in another 
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and fermitted them to do many things for eſtabliſhing of Peace contrary 
time p our own judgment. How far he complied with their moſt 
Will Wnreaſonable deſires to the very great diminutions of his 
Or, Royal Authority is well enough known. P70. 
* of When he ſaw them inclined to engage in the Civil War 
at 1 Jn this Kingdom, he left no mean uneſſayed to ſatisfie even 
ele, all their jealouſies and fears; and therefore in a Paper un- 
pect fer his own Pen he writes theſe words: We do conjure all 
the bur good Subjecłs of that our Native Kingdom, by the long, happy 
any and uninterrupted Government of ns, and our Royal Progenitors 
-0u> ver them, by the memory of thoſe many large and public Bleſ- 
nces ſings they enjoyed under our dear Father, by thoſe ample Favors and 
the Benefits they have received from us, not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
. wiſled and corrupted in their affections and duty to us by the cun- 
If wing malice and induſtry of theſe Incenaiaries  * _ 
ars And when he heard thoſe diſmal news of that moſt bar- 
to barous Rebellion in Ireland, with what zeal he ſet about the 
he ſending relief to them may appear from the following words 
his of one of his Letters to one in his Native Kingdom after he 
his had lamented the Miſeries and Afflictions, to which his good 
p- Subjects in Ireland were reduced through the inbumane and un- 
to beardiof cruelties of the Rebels there ; and had regrated the de- 
i- Jays of ſending ſupplies to them through the diſtractions of 
g- England; he adds: So that if ſome extraordinary courſe be not 
a- Taken for their preſent ſupply, it is not like their miſeries will end 
s: © ſooner than their days. Therefore he required them to haſt 
the ſending over their Forces, aſſuring them, That if the 
Parliament of England did not punctually pay them, he 
„ would engage his own Revenue, rather than delay ſo good 
And ſo neceſſary a Work; and that he would iſſue out ſuch 
Warrants under the Great Seal of England, and grant all 
their other deſires which in reaſon could he demanded for 
the advancement of it. And after that, ſeeing that work 
went on ſlowly, d was reſolved to have gone in Perſon to 
have carried it on more vigorouſly, and to have hazarded 
» himſelf, that he might preſerve his People. But finding that 
f "Reſolution gave great Jealouſies to thoſe who cenſured 
tim, whatever he did, he gave it over. | ok 
How careful he was to 1 a Rupture in this Nation, 
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of Treaty, even when things went proſperouſly' with him, 
do demonitrate, therefore reflecting on this in a Paper (un- 
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not only his great Conceſſions prove, but his conſtant offers 


der his own Pen) he writes; Ve denied not any thing, but 
what by the known Law was unqueſtionably our o we ear- 
neſtly deſired and preſſed 4 Treaty, that ſo we might but know at 
what Price we "might prevent the Miſeries and Deſolations that 
was threatned ; but this was abſolutely: and {cornfully refuſed and 
rejected. And in a Meſſage, which tho' it was never ſent, 3 
yet remains under his hand, he writes theſe words: And 
now he conjures his two Houſes of Parliament, as they are Engliſu- 
men, Chriſtians. and lovers of Peace, by the duty they ove their 


King, and by the bowels of Compaſſion they have towards their 


 Fellow-ſubjetts, that they will accept of theſe offers, whereby the 


Joyful news of Peace may be again reſtored to this languiſhing 


Kingdom. | 


And thus far the Parallel of Saul and our Martyr'd King 
hath held good, but now they muſt depart from one ano- 
ther, and it ſhall appear how our late Sovereign was on 
many accounts hugely preferrable to the King lamented *: 
in my Text; yet I ſhall name one particular in which Saul 
had the better of him. . P 

Saul had by his raſh Oath endangered Jonatbans life, 


which he ſeemed reſolved to execute, but the earneſt inter- 


ceſſions of his People prevailed on him to change theſe his 
ſevere and cruel reſolutions. But alas! our Martyr having 
firmly refolved to. fave a Perſon he judged innocent, and 
clear of the Treaſon charged on him, did, to comply with 
the moſt prefling deſires of his People, conſent to the put- 
ting him to Death : We have ſeen his Fault and the ſpecious 


colours that led him toit. next let me lay before you his Re- 


pentance, expreſſed by himſelf in a Letter, Anno 1642. One 
thing more, which, but for the Meſſenger, were,t:0 much to truſt to 


Paper, the failing to one Friend hath indeed gone very near me; 


| wherefore I am reſolved that no Conſideration whatſocver ſhall ever 


make me do the like upon this ground. Tom certain that God hath 
either ſo totally forgiven me, that be will till bleſs this good cauſe in 
my hands, or that all my Puniſhment ſhall be in tbis World, which 
without performing what 1 have reſolved, I cannot flatter my ſelf 
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| ff ill end here. And he ends that Letter thus: Beſide Generoſity, 
os” # which I pretend a little, my Conſcience will make me ſtick to my 

12 Friendi. How deep his Aut of that ſin, how great his Appre- 
(un- Penſions of the Judgments of God, and how true his Notion 
„ut ik Repentance was, cannot but eaſily appear upon the firſt 
n pgearing theſe Words. | 84 | 
fy But for this one advantage, the King in my Text had of 
th „ the King of the Day, we {hall find many great and noble 


and haracters in which he excelled him. 


ent, 1 
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And And firſt, Saul pretended ſome zeal for God, he built an 
70 Altar for him; he honoured Samuel, his Prophet, he went 
% and deſtroyed the Amzlckites; but when it might ſerve his 
| 2 turn he did not ſtick to diſobey God, he ſaved Agag, and 
Hen, much of the Spoil of the Amalebites, pretending it was pre- 
e ferved for offering Sacrifices, He had not patience to {tay 
for Samuel, but did facrilegiouſly offer the Sacrifice himſelf, 
But our Martyr did not only expreſs great regard to God 
0 in his Proſperity, by many high marks of his zeal and con- 
0 ſtant attendance on the Worſhip of God ; his great eſteem 
| 7 of all worthy and deſerving Church-men, and his Royal 
- F Bounty to the advancing all pious and religious purpoſes : 
"4 = Bur by his conſtant and firm adhering to thoſe Rights of the 
Church, and to all he judged himſelf bound in Conſcience 
to maintain; therefore it was that he did chooſe to bear the 
is greateſt dangers rather than ſin againſt his Conſcience. 
„ When the Violence of his Native Subjects againſt the Order 
S of Biſhops had brought things to that pals, that it could not 
be maintained without much Blood and Confuſion, he jud- 
ged that God loved Mercy better than Sacrifice, did give 
way to their Fury; but with that tender Care that became 
à Man of ſo ſevere and exact a Conſcience; and this ſhall 
appear by ſome Evidences I go to mention. Having ſigned 
a Paper of Conceſſions, wherein he had uſed the Word, 
It pleaſed him, reflecting on the Importance of that, he wrote 
the following Words in a Letter to him that had the mana- 
ging of chat Buſineſs: 7 muſt deſire you to alter one Word, that 
I ſhould not be thought to deſire the aboliſhing of that in Scotland, 

__ which I approve and maintain in England. Now the Word con- 
tent expreſſes enough my Cinſent to * them ſurceaſe fur the pre: 

We | 1. | | 2 | ent. 
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Primate of that Church, he wrote thus; Ve do aſſure you 
that it ſhall be ſtill one of our chiefeſt tudies how to rectiſie and 
eſtabliſh the Government 7 that Church aright. And he adds a 
little after, You may reft ſecure, that though perbaps we give 


in time how to remedy both. | 


table Counſels, ſuffered the Rebellious Arms of his Ene- 
mies ſo far to prevail, that nothing did promiſe any hopes 
of his being re-eſtabliſhed on his Throne, but the conſent- 
| Ing to all the demands of thoſe in whoſe hands he had caſt 


{cience appear, by.his hazarding all things rather than en- 
danger his inward quiet; and therefore he told them: That 
when be was ſatisfied in his Conſcience with the lawfulneſs of what 
they defired, then, but not till then, could be grant their demands; 
and was willing to enter in conference with any they would 
appoint about theſe two Points, the one being the Divine 
Appointment of Biſhops, and the other his being obliged to 
defend them by his Oath of Coronation. And the Accaunt 


run the baxard of all his Crowns below, rather than endanger 
that above ; and that tho the quiet of his Kingdoms, and the ſet- 
tlement of, bis Throne were very valuable, yet the Peace of his 


. courſe 


After God in his wiſe and holy, though to us unaccoun- 


of one of his Diſcourſes I haye ſeen, is thus: That he would 


 * Conſeience muſt be preferred by him to all things, And in a Dil 


ſent. - But the Word pleaſed methinks imports. as much as if I \ 

defired them to take them away, or, at leaſt, that I were well plea- | 
ſed they ſhould do ſo : But ] leave it to your ordering; ſo that vou 
make it be clearly underſtood that though I permit, yet 1 would be 
better pleaſed they let them alone. And in the Inſtructions he 
gave his Commiſſioner for conſenting to the Abolition of 
the Order of Biſhops, he wrote thus: Carry the Diſputes ſo, 
that the Concluſiog ſeem not to he made in Prejudice of Epiſcopacy % 
as unlawful, but only in Satisfattion to the People, and for ſetling 

the preſent Diſorders, and ſuch other Reaſons of State. And he 
Aikewife ordered him to take care, That Epiſcopacy ſhould not 
be abjured as a point of Popery, contrary to Gods Law, or the * 
| Proteſtant Religion. And at the ſame time, ina Letter to the 


way for the preſent to that which will be prejudicial, hoth to tbe 
Church and our own Government, yet we ill not leave thinking 


himſelf, then did the ſtrict care he had to keep a good Con- 
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if I Wurſe he had, which he wrote with his own Pen, he. uſed 
piea- heſe words: Not to ſtay you too long upon ſo unpleaſing a ſub- 

F you ct; I aſſure you that nothing but the preſervation of that which 

1 be dearer Yo me than my life, could have hindered me from giving 

s he Jos full ſatisfaction; for, upon my word, all the dangers and in- 

| Of Fonveniencies which you have laid before me, do wot ſo much trou- 

s ſo, ple me, as that I cannot give full ſatisfaction to the deſires of my. 

Native Country; eſpecially, being ſo earneſtly preſſed upon me: 

And yet here again I muſs tell. you (for iu this caſe repetitions are 

he not impertinent) that I do not give you a denial ; nay, I proteſs 
not Neal it, and remember it is your King that deſires to be heard. 
the And in another Paper he ſent to thoſe that governed then 

the in his Native Kingdom, he writes theſe words: If it be fo 

you clear, as you believe, that Epiſcopacy is unlawful, I doubt not but 

ng God ſhall ſo enlighten mine eyes, that I ſhall ſoon perceive it; and 

4 ben promiſe you to concur with you fully in matters of Reli- 

ue en, and therefore he ſubjoins, He hopes they would not prefs 

he' bim to do that which was yet againſt his Conſcience, until he might 

4% it without ſinning. And he concluded that Paper with a 
2 Poſtſcript to the Miniſters ; That be hoped they, as Miniſters 
M God's Word, would not preſs upon him untimeouſly the matter FA 

(Church. government, until (he adds) I may have leiſure to be ſo 

'S perſaded, that I may comply with what they deſire without breach 


© of Conſcience ; which I am confident they, as Church-men, cannot 


* 
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t preſs me to do. And in theſe conſcientious Reſolutions he was 
fo firm, that in a private Letter he writes thus: For God's 
= | ſake do not ſo much as expect, much leſs linger after any other or 
uriber matter from me; for upon the faith of a Chriſtian you ſhall 
* * have no more than what is now laid before you. And in another 
Letter: As for your Covenant, when, and not before, that I ſhall 
' fl be ſatisfied in my Conſcience that I may allow it, I will. He go- 
Þ | 9 . 
ing on grounds fo ſtrict and well-pleaſing to God, it was no 
Wonder he maintained that ſerenity of mind, that when he 
got Letters that told him how he was to be uſed, being en- 
| 5 Pede at Cheſs, he continued to play after he had read his 
— Letters, without ſhew of any commotion or diſturbance, 
> which I have ſeen under the hand of an eye-witneſs. And 
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in the Month of March, before his Martyrdom, when he 
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Was almoſt out of all hopes; yer he would not depart from 
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defire you not to wx it from me, for ſuch expectatiom: have 


der God and Chriſt, the Supreme over the Church, and of 
| fin againſt God or his Conſcience. 


of truſt ; for after he had given him the moſt ſacred aſſu- 


of God. But our Royal Martyr did daily ſhew more and 


9 "1&3. 3 
theſe Chriſtian Reſolutions, which I find thus expreſſed by 
his own Pen: For any enlargement concerning Church-affairs I 


Co 


been a great cauſe of this my. preſent condition, which I aſſure you 4 


Jam ſtill reſolved rather to ſuffer than to wrong my Conſcience or 
Honcur, which I muſt do if J enlarge my ſelf any thing in theſe Is 
points. Theſe are ſome of the true Characters of a Defen- 
der of the Faith ; of one that did approve himſelf to be un- 


Fi 


| 


one that was indeed fitted to bear all things, rather than 


2. Another Character of Saul is his cruelty, which was 7; 
ſo enraged that he ſpared neither Son-in-law; nor Son, bur 
threw his Darts at them to have killed them, and his cru- f. 
elty againſt David was alſo joined with perfidy and breach 


rances, he ſtill continued to purſue him, and cauſed to be 
murdered Fourſcore and Five Prieſts for the pretended fault 
of one which he believed upon the relation of an Edomite. 
This was a fact both ſo cruel and fo impious, that he could 
find none to execute it, but that uncircumciſed Alien, and 
all this was the effect of that evil Spirit was let looſe upon "F 
him, when by his ſins he had driven away the good Spirit 


more Evidences of a truly Divine and Chriſtian Spirit: 
What full Indemaity and Oblivion did he offer his Ene- 7 
mies even tho' they would not allow any Indemnity to 
his Friends. And how much he was againſt all cruel or ſe- 2 
vere practices, may appear from theſe Evidences ; one is 

under his own hand, in theſe words : The preſent diſtraction- x 
about Religion are ſo great, and of that nature, that perſwaſion as 

well as power muſt be uſed to reſtore that happy tranquillity which % 
the Church of England hath lately and miſerably loſt ; for cer= % 


 Fainly violence and perſecution never was nor will be found a right 


ay to ſettle Peoples Conſciences. And this went ſo far with 
him, as to give him a ſtrong averſion to the executing ſan- 

uinary Laws againſt even the Emiſſaries of Rome, which 
1 find he thus expreſles in a Paper written with his own 
Pen; Concerning Goodman, the Prieſt, the reaſon why I reprie- © 


| 1 3 L 15 i 3 

ebm u, that, as tam informed, neither Queen Elizabeth, nor 
ve Father, did ever allow that any Prieſt in their times was extcu- | 
o meerly for Religion; which: to me ſeems to be this particular 
or Role 3-961 ſeeing I am preſſed by both Houſes to give way to his Ex- 
% ution, becauſe I will avoid the inconvenience of giving ſo great a 
1 liſcontentment to my People, as J 1h hy this Mercy may produce, 
\. JF remit this particular Caſe to both Houſes ; but Tdefire you to take 
\f nto your ſerious conſideration the inconveniences which, as Iconceive, 
n nan upon this occaſion fall upon my Subjects and other Proteſtants 
broad; eſpecially ſince it may ſeem to other States to be 'a ſeverity 
Bvith ſurprize ; which I, having thus repreſented, do think my ſelf 
Hiſcbarged from all ill Conſequences, that may enſue upon the Exe- 
_ Eution of this Perſon. For his Fidelity in obſerving his Trea- 
Ties, I have already in another branch of this. Diſcourſe 
mentioned ſome Paſſages that ſhew how religiouſly he re- 
ſolved to obſerve them; and his refuſing to ſerve his Inte- 
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4 eſts by promiſes, which how uſeful ſoever they might have 
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peen to him, yet ſince he could not with a good Conſcience 
pbſerve them, he would not make them, ſhews how ſacred 
| 3 e accounted all his Promiſes ; and his offering to quit the 
 *Fommand of the Miliria, either for a determinate number of 
L ueͤars, or for his whole Life, ſhews how carefully he intend- 
eg to, obſerve all he promiſed ; fince he was willing to give 
uch a ſecurity, which as it was ſtrong, ſo it diminiſhed his 
Authority in the moſt tender and moſt ſacred part of it. 
Is ſhall to theſe add only one Inftance. When he ſaw thoſe 
of his Native Kingdom engaging inthe War againſt him, in 
this Kingdom, it is obvious enough how much the ſecuring 


p 1 = 


Berwick might have advanced his Service, and his Armies in 
the North could eaſily have done it; yet fince by the Treaty 
With that Kingdom it was not to be garriſoned ; ſo religiouſly 
-2£1d he obſerve the Treaty, that he would not puta Garriſon 
nit: But that fidelity was not minded by thoſe who conſpired 
*Zgainſt him, who did, notwithſtanding the Treaty, Garriſon 
the place; upon which occaſion he wrote what follows: No 
duſt ry hitherto could have ſo far prevailed with us as to have gained 
ny belief that our Scotch-Subjefts would countenance, much leſs 
lil this bloody Rebellion in England; yet we know not how to un- 
erſtand the levying Forces both Foot and Horſe within our 3 
__ t EY, 1 | ng 
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Kingdom, and their entering the Town of Berwick in an hoſtile man- 
ner. Our moſt malicious Enemies muſt bear us witneſs, how religiouſly 
awe have obſerved theſe Articles on our part; whereas, if we had noi 

been more tender, than the adviſers of this breach have been, of theWig 
Publick Faith, it is obvious to any how eaſily we could have ſeturediſſhe 
that Town from all Rebels. And after he had refuted the Pre- Me 
tence they made uſe of, he adds: Such then as ſhall ſhelter them- 
ſelves unter that pretext, will find from thence but a ſlender warrant) 
before God, who knows the integrity of our Heart, and how invio- 
lably we intend to preſerve all that we have granted that Kingdom, 
ſo long as they ſi fer themſelves to be capable of our Protection, and 
| thoſe favours. He likewiſe wrote in another Letter at that ph 
ſame time theſe Words: Such high indignities to us, and to our i 
Authority make us believe they have forgot they bave a King, and in 
their Oaths in preſerving us in our juſt power, as their King. But God fr. 
will diſcover and puniſh ſuch undutiful thoughts, bow cloſely ſoever Ni 
they be clouded with pretences of ſafety to Religion and Liberty, gi 


which they know will be ever dearer to us than our own preſervation. © 


* 


3. And to cloſe up this Parallel, Saul, when in danger, be- 
took himſelf to the baſeſt Arts, and went to the Viteh at Endor, 
to ask Reſpoſes about the event of that Battel he was to give 
the Philiſtines, not conſidering how he had provoked God to 
withdraw his protection from him; and that all the powers 
of Hell, and evil Spirits were no longer able to preſerve him; 
and having got a ſad anſwer to his over- curious Queſtion, he 
(the common fate of all who will by theſe forbidden Arts 
thruſt into the ſecrets of the Divine Councels,) we find him 
wofully faint-hearted, ſore afraid, fall flat on the ground and i 
refuſe to eat. And after that fatal Battel he had neither the tl 
courage to out live it, nor the ſtrength to finiſh his deſperate 
deſign upon himſelf ; but after he had fallen on his own a 
Sword, he called an Amalekiteto compleat that Self. murder, 
Which he begun by his falling on his Sword, and finiſhed by * 
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theſe cruel Orders he gave. But nothing of all this belongs 
to our Royal Martyr, who depended on God, and ſubmit- 
ted to his will in the courſe of all his Councels, both of Peace 
and War; And when it pleaſed God for the Puniſhment of 
his People, to expoſe him to the malice and cruelty of his 
Enemies, even then he proved more than Conqueror; and 
V 5 accor- 
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| A. 85 
Wcording to the proſpect he had of it long before, he was a 
% ent Martyr : Nor did he expreſs the leaſt meanneſs of Spi- 
0:8: when brought loweſt ; he would neither give up the 
the ights. of the Church nor the Crown, of People nor Parlia- 
reaFents, to their inſulting pride, who trampling on all Laws 
re- Mered and Humane, had made themſelves the ſacrilegious 
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an- 


m. laſters of his Perſon and Power. And as he was not cow- 
ani ſrdly or languid under all his Misfortunes, fo he maintained 
10- is Authority as long as he was able, and did not faintly 


»Welpond; nor abandon his own Rights, or the Protection of 
nd Wis People. But this leads me to the ſad part of my Piſcourſe, 
at ſyherein I am to compare the Rea ſons we have for mourning, 
ith theſe David and the People of Iſrael had on this Occaſion, 
Ind it will be eaſily allowed, ours muſt be by ſo much the 
reater, by how much our Royal Martyr did excecd their 
King, which hath been demonſtrated in the Parallel I have 


1VEN,. . 1 
Firſt, This Kings Death was his own Deed ; and though 
he Victory his Enemies got, drave him to that deſpair, yet 
ene of the People were of acceſſion to it: And for the Ama- 
Lite (if his relation was true) as it was an Alien from their 
Fommon- wealth that did it; ſo Saul was well ſerved for not 
eſtroying the Amalekites, as Samuel had commanded him; 
erefore they had no particular reaſon to be ſorry, but only 
ecauſe they had loſt a Lig, who as he was none of the 
Worlt, ſo he was far from being one of the beſt Princes. 
Perhaps David had ſome more reaſon to faſt and mourn, 
Ind as his Conſcience did before accuſe him for cutting off 
ie Hem of his Garment ; ſo now the Arms he bare againſt 
im did trouble his Conſcience. *_ Ne PS Tos 
For though much may be ſaid for David in that caſe, he 
Jas the deſigned Heir of the Crown by Gods Appointment ; 
was very unjuſtly and perfidiouſly uſed by Saul; he had 
Pept himſelf on a pure defenſive, and S's being frenetick 
Id poſſeſfed wich an evil Spirit, are great juſtifications of 
Navid little Army, or rather Guard; and his being a Man 
cording to Gods Heart, ought to poſſeſs all with that eſteem 
4 r him, as not eaſily to find fault with him, of with any of 
i Actions; yet his Army being made up of Men adi 


« 


. ” 


in debt, and diſcontented, is a ſhrewd Indication, that thei 
Cauſe was not 'over-good when he had ſuch a following} 
Beſides, his going to live at Gath with the Uncircumciſed, hij 
cutting off the Amalekites, and pretending to Achiſh that he 
had deſtroyed his own People by an unjuſtifiable deceit ; and 
finally his going out with the Armies of the Philiſtines, and 
profeſſing a great deſire to fight againſt the Enemies of Achiſh] 
who were no other but Saul, his natural Liege-Lord, and the 
Armies of Jrael (wherein he either acted a very unfincere 
part, or did really reſolve to have engaged againſt them) are 
things ſo manifeſtly contrary tothe Laws of God, that the 
give a ſtrong preſumption, that the whole buſineſs of histaY© 
king Arms was contrary to Law and Religion. But I ſhal F 
not enter further into the Diſpute, and ſo leave it; inclining 
rather to believe, that David's Conſcience did accuſe him of 
having failed in his Duty to Sault. "| 


But after all this our Caſe is much more juſtly deplorable, 
who did not loſe our King by the prevailing power of a Ho- 
ſtile Invaſion, but by the unnatural Hands of his own Subjects, 
who were (both by the tye of Subjection, by their Oaths oth 
Allegiance, which many of them had ſworn, and by their 
conſtant profeſſions of fighting for the King, and in defence 


of his Authority, as they gave it out, for training inthe mul-- 
titude by ſo deceitful a bait) tyed to the preſervation of his 
Perſon, and yer did waſh their Hands in his Blood ; and by 
their. pretending Religion and Juſtice, in a Fact ſo contrary i 


to both, did (as much as in them lay) bring the fouleſt im- 


vic 


IH 


thoſe their Doctors have publiſhed, allowing but a ſmall # 
change; ſo thoſe of our true and ſoundly reformed Church 
did abominate fo foul a Crime, with ail poſſible horror; and. 
as was moſt juſt, did both in publick and private declare 


28 
againſt it; and with a generous and truly Chriſtian con- 
Fancy, endured Scqueſtrations, Impriſonments, and every 
thing which that inſulting Power put them to, rather than 
, "comply with ſo vile an Action, and its vile Actors. But 


i < id 
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W But to all this it may be ſaid, let theſe mourn who were 
f acceſſion to it, that concerns not us. To which I muſt 
Anſwer, that ſuch publick Crimes leave a guilt upon the 
hole Nation, which therefore muſt be expiated with a pub- 

ick univerſal Repentance. And if in the Law of Moſes God 
declared, that Blood was a crying Sin which calledto Hea- 
en for Vengeance, and therefore when a Murder was diſ- 
covered, and the Murderer was'not known, there was to be 
a Sacrifice for the whole People to expiate the Guilt ; how 
much more in a Crime, attended with ſo many foul and 
he black Circumſtances, ought we by earneſt Prayers to ſtudy 
ta. to avert theſe Judgments, which we may but too juſtly ap- 
hall prehend? 2 
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ing And to this let me add, that there are not ſo many Inno- 
1 of cent as thoſe, perhaps, imagine; for as David here did (it is 
p probable) charge himſelf for arming againſt the Lord's Anoin- 
le, ted; fo what reaſon have theſe who engaged in Oppoſition, 
lo- and Arms to our Royal Martyr, to charge and judge them- 
4s, ſelves, that they be not judged.of the Lord ; who not being 
of ſatisfied with thoſe great and large Conceſſions, he freely and 
ir willingly offered, did purſue his Perſon and Life in the Field; 
cel after which it was no wonder others learned to purſue him 
11.3 £0 the Scaffold. May not the one be ſaid to have killed the 
EK ing that robbed him of his Revenue, Power and Authority, 
yi and every thing was neceſſary for the maintenance of the 
Royal W ; whereas the other did but Murther Charles, 
L. after he was ſpoiled of his Royal Power, and the Govern- 
ment taken out of his Hands : Tho' in a formal Pagean- 
48 fry Wrics were iſſued in his Name. And thus we find the 
8 grounds of our mourning grow larger, and take, or rather 
> 73 call in, more Mourners. B „ 
But in fine, by another advance, a great many more will 
be comprized within this Duty, even all thoſe who did not 
wich the moſt vigorous oppoſition was poſſible prevent this 
2X barbarous Regicide ; which made a foreign Hiſtorian, giving 
account of it, ſay, it was a wonder how Engliſh-men could 
look on and behold ſo batbarous and unexampled a Crime: 
Where were the Hearts and Hands of the brave Engliſh, whoſe 
loyal and noble valour appearing on this occaſion, had bee 


a Subject to be celebrated by all the higheſt and moſt grate- 
ful Remembrances Poſterity could dedicate to fo glorious an te 
Action? Did a puſillanimous fear freez their Courage, whenr 
their Head was thus ſtruck at? Did the care of their For e 
tunes prevail, when they could expect no longer to Live ſe 
eure in the Poſſeſſion of any of their Rights, when all was ! 
in this one Act unhinged? Did the atrocity of the Fact aſto ut 
niſh them fo, that they were not recovered out of this ama Nur 
Zing ſurprize till it was too late? Or did the ſuddenneſs oWut 
the Crime prevent their diligence? Or were they ſo chariWic 
table to their Countrymen as not to think any could be capa e: 
ble of committing this Crime, till they were convinced of ite 
by an unanſwerable Argument? Let all theſe palliations or. 
excuſes will not ſerve turn, they ſhould have put all to hazard 
when they ſaw the caſe ſo deſperate, and all like to be loſt, 

And thus it appears many are concerned to mourn, on this a 


Occaſion, who perhaps think themſelves far from any Guilt f 


Finally, there be yet others concerned who (may be) dor 
not ſo much as imagine how it may come to their Door, andi 
theſe be the preſent Generation, who either were not Born 
then, or at leaſt of that Age that nothing could be expected 
from them; but even they muſt conſider that God viſits the f 
Sins of the Fathers upon the Children; and tho' no Child is 
Guilty of his Fathers Fact; unleſs he concurred in it, or did 
afterwards approye it, yet many times the Judgments of God 
in Temporal things do overtake them for their Fathers Faults; 
which is no more unjuſt than for the Law to deny the Child 
any ofthe Privileges of Subjects for the Fathers Faults. From 
all this then it will appear how much more reaſon we have to 
Mourn, than the People of 7/72e) had on this Occafion, who 


Weſteck, Sagt's Son, who Way followed by all el, only 
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te- dab, David's own Tribe, adhered: to him: But this was 
an ter Two Years War decided, and all Hſrael received David 
enſihr their King; and ſtill the Government was ſteady and 
or Nen, and therefore they had not that reaſon to afflict them 
ſe nich we had on the occaſion we now remember. 
was It is true the right of Succeflion was clear and undiſputed, 
ſto· ut thoſe who killed the Father, continued. their Crimes hy 
na. urſuing the Son, and not only driving him from his Rights, 
5 oFut when one of the Tribes of our H rael, even that which juſt] 
1riWlories in a nearer Intereſt in our Sovereign's Perſon, had ad- 
paMered to him, and crowned him, tho' with very unjuſtifiable 
it Meſerves, then did that Party, bathed in the Fathers, Blood, 
or MF hirſt likewiſe for the Son's, and carried the War into that 
ird Kingdom; and when the Righteous Heir of our Murthered 
ſt, Martyr came into this, then again did carnal Wiſdom, and che 
his gare of Mens Lives and Eſtates prevail over thoſe ſtrong tyes 
ilt f Loyalty and Subjection; God having reſerved the eſtabliſn- 
doMng him on his Father's Throne to his own immediate Arm; 
nd herein there ſhould be a clear declaration of his wile and 
rn vonderful Providence, in turning about the Hearts of the Na- 
edMion to him ; fo that to Poſterity it will be a Problem, which of 
ne he Two is the more aſtoniſhing, either the Rebellion againſt 
is Ihe Father, or the recalling the Son, and that ſome of the yery 
id ame Perſons ſhall have been inſtrumental in both, by the latter 
{Action expreſſing their true and ſincere Repentance for the 
s: Former, 8 Sod | 1 8 
de But alas! The Interval was long; it was not only a TWẽ o“ 
m Vears War, like that betwixt Saul's Son and David, but a 
% Ten Years Thraldom ; wherein thoſe that had complained 
of ſome ſmall Incroachments on Liberty before, did totally 
e Pverturn all the Freedoms both of Parliament and People; 
put to colour this a little, gave a large and unreſtrained Li- 
perty in matters of Religion, by which all ſenſe of Order and 
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N egular Government, being quite caſt off, many by the 
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, 1 uſtom of an unbounded Lawleſneſs, became habitually Sons 
„F Belial 3 and as Heifers unaccuſtomed to the-Yoke, cannot 
gain be brought under theſe neceſſary Reſtraints and Re- 
) FW ularities of Religion and Law. Nay, which is worſe, tho 
but the effect of the former, many youthful and a. 
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Spirits being once delivered from all obligation to any pie ” 


and ſeeing thoſe irregular and ungoverned Practices of man 
8 3 to Religion, who were viſibly advancing their ou 
fi 


| Religion was only a pretence by which ambitious Men ca 
ried on their own Ends; and the many Subdiviſions and dil 
ferent Parties they obſerved about matters of Religion, mad 
them alſo judge there could be no certainty where there w. 

ſo much debate and diſpute. And to all this may be adde 
that by Oaths and counter-Oaths, which they often too 
having paſſed from the Oath of Allegiance to the Covenan 
and from that to the Eng 
ſeared, and paſt feeling; or, being much wounded by ſuc 


| theſe curſed Arts of Secco quiet in their impious Practice 
- by throwing off all ſe 

uß profeſſedly for Atheiſm ; which is ſo natural a reſult « 
what has been ſaid, that I think it cannot be doubted to hay 
- ſprung from it. And hitherto I ſuppoſe it is unqueſtionabl 
clear, that we have much more reaſon to lament the matte 
now before us, than thoſe had who are in my Text. 


_ * courſe, to conſider what this mourning was, and what our 
dught to be; they upon ſo ſad news and ſo great a loſs, wer 
both very tenderly affected for the Death of a King that ha 
ſo many good Qualities, that he being dead they had reaſon 
to forget his bad ones; the loſs alſo of fo noble a Prince af 


and the moſt generous Friends that ever was) could not bull, 
be very fad, eſpecially to David, whole Friendſhip wit? 


ed away by the Sword of the Philitines, they had alſo many 


* 


„n 


Religious Worſhip, come by degrees to loſe all ſenſe of ii; 


gns under the dolours of Piety.; they came to imagin 


agement) their Conſciences becamW;; 


ſwearing, to avoid the ſmart of that, they took themſelves if 


nſe of God and Religion, and ſettin 


—_— 
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3. And now I advance to the third and laſt Part of my Dif 


2 


e 


Jonathan, (who may juſtly paſs for one of the braveſt Hero's MW; 


onathan was beyond what is either in Hiſtory or Romance, 


_ 


mutual Friendſhip ſer them both a- crying, it is ſaid, Davii 
exceeded. But now when David was to have made return 


ſuitable to what he had received from Jonathan, he is ſnatch 
Z 
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ie 4 ave Country-men that were killed: To this was to be ad- 
i the fad condition the Houſe of Irael was in by fo great 

anWzefeat ; all which concurring could not but make a deep 


ipreſſion on the Hearts of David, and the People with him, 
hich did ſet them to their Tears and Prayers, both for their 
-1Mn Sins, and perhaps they reckoned their arming againſt 
dig one, and with theſe they alſo mourned for the Sins of 
ace, praying God to avert his Judgments, to prevent the 
7 


iſchief might follow, and to recover his People from the 
znominy of ſo bad a loſs, and in the end to ſettle David ſo 
Wn the Throne of Saul, that their might be under his Reign, 
ſtice and Truth, Plenty and Peace, both at home and 
broad; This is a clear fair account of the work of thoſe 

ith David in my Text, tt Kos EN Fog 
And after this the Application will be eaſie; from which 
gd ſhall not digreſs by proving the lawfulneſs and fitneſs of 
Anniverſaries, that being ſo well done by others, but refer 
ny Hearers to Zachary, by whom we find the Peopleof God 
aſted during the Seventy Years of the Captivity, the Fifth 
and Seventh Month; he alſo mentions their Faſts of the 
ourth and Tenth Month; tho' it is plain there are no ſuch 
aſts commanded in the old Teſtament ; and yet the Prophet 
ws ſo far from blaming theſe ſtated returns, that he only blames 
heir being formal and regardleſs of God in them, and gives 
Whem directions how they ſhould have ordered them. But 
leaving this unreaſonable Objection, which is made by none 
ut thoſe who have the chief reaſon to mourn and faſt on 
Whis Occaſion ; I go next to propoſe what the nature and 
Ends of our Mourning and Faſting ſhould be, which I ſhall 
ay open briefly in Two Points. | 2 
1. The one is to mourn before God for the Guilt of this 
trocious Sin; that if any of us have been (as was before laid 
1 dpen) involved in the Guilt, we may waſh off the ſtain of 
his Sin, which is of ſo deep a dye, and if we our ſelves be 


1 5 
1 


pn all accounts clear of it, at leaſt we are to pray for Pardon 
1 o thoſe who were Guilty, that God may open their Eyes, ſo 
Is to confeſs and mourn for their Sins; and in this we fol- 
o che example of our Royal Martyr, who looking to ſeſus 
9 e Author and Finiſher of his Salvation, who ent 5 

N by | Y Croſs, 


S585, 
1 
N. 
875) 
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Cos deſpiſinig the Shame, and prayed for his Enemies, di 
| 85 hoes Race — Sn and humbly -im!4 
tate his King and Saviour in pardoning and praying for hi 
We are alſo on our own Accounts to pray God to delivei 
the whole Land from this Guilt, left when God ſhall come 
and make inquiſition for this Innocent Blood, we be invo!4 
ved in tlie common Judgments, which cannot fall on the Land 
ſd, bitt all concerned in it muſt bear their ſhare. But we mull 
not orily mourn for this particular Crime, tho it be ſo foul a 
to need the expiation of many Tears and Prayers, but we muſt 
go 1 look to the firſt beginnittgs of the late Troubles 
and ſee what provoked God then to plague us fo ſadly, and 
Whether we have not re- acted theſe very Abominations which 
then ſtirred up Gods Wrath againſt us. I need not enter into" 
2 particular enumeration of our Sins before the Year Forty, 
and compare them with theſe that now abound ; the compa- 
riſon would be as invidious as ic is obvious. Let every one 
then call himſelf ta an account, how Guilty he is of under 
valuing Gods Mercies, and the great deliverance he gave ton 
His Aflointed, and by that to his whole People; how he 
abuſes our Peace and Plenty into Licentiouſneſs, Profanity, 
and brutal, ungoverned and avowed Impiety; and how he 
abuſes the Protection and Security Law gives to Inſolence, 
Faction and Boldneſs; how he deſpiſes the Goſpel, affronts 
Religion, and the Worſhip of God, either by an impious 
contempt of it, a factious ſeparating from it, or a bare formal 
coming to it, without any ſerious or devout conſideration of 
- that Majeſty he ſcorns, by a pretended drawing near him 
with his Lips, when in his Heart lie is far from him, Theſe Hr 
and a great deal more of that Nature (with which our Con- 
ſciences will certainly charge us, if we return our Thoughts, M 
and call our ſelves to a ſevere account for what is paſt) ought 
to be now mourned for; otherwiſe the formal obſerving 
1 cheſe Annual Returns does but add to our other Sins, and i 
1 enhance our Guilt, when we mock God by a pretended WW: 
* Mourtting and Faſti ng 
2. And the only Evidence of tlie Sincerity of our Motr- 


13 ning 8, our departing from ineſe nuful Courſes which may WW 
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i 


di{M&ovoke God's Wrath, and from all ſeditious Inclinations 
miWhich:may be fewel for new or worſe Calamities; for we 
hi ay with good Reafon. apprehend; if the late Wars and 
ther Plagues have not taught us to repent of our Sins, and 
end our ways, that according to the gradation we find 
ways uſed in Scriptures, when Judgments are denounced, 
e next ſhall be much ſadder than any we have ſeen or 
zard of. But God is merciful and gracious, ſlow to An- 
ter and ready to forgive, if we turn to him with all our 
Jearts ; let us therefore from the deep Senſe of our Sins, 
nd the juſt Apprehenſions of the deſerved Judgment, turn 
infeignedly to God, who hath both by the gentler methods 
f Love, and the ſeverer Executions of Judgments been 
Falling on us to Repentance ; let us throw off our impious 
End debauching Practices, by which we make War againſt 
Heaven, daring God by unparallel'd Wickedneſs, and de- 


ing him by our unheard of Stoutneſs againſt him: But do 
nee think to prevail againſt God, are we ſtronger than he? 
-an we reſiſt his Thunders or his Plagues, Fire and Fa- 


to nine? And though we were ſtrong enough to reliſt the 
mpreſſions and Injuries of all our Neighbours; yet how 


„ aſilly can God plague us with a Diviſion of Hearts, and 
ae hach disjointed Affections, that as a Body paralytick we fall 
e, Mo Ruin and Miſery with our own Weight, and without 
tony Enemy. . | „ 
1s And for the avoiding this, next to the appeaſing the Di-. 
ine Diſpleaſure, let us expreſs our Horror of this FaQ by . 


conſtant, humble, and dutiful Obedience and Loyalty to 
is Majeſty who now reigns, and ſtudy to abſtain, from 

not only all theſe diſloyal and unchriſtian Courſes, which 
Ended ſo tragically, but even from) the firſt beginnings of 
Peſe Diſorders, which as Sparks of Fire, blown on by ſome 
ditious Incendiaries, did ſet us all in a flame; anda ferious 
Review of the late Times, will demonſtrate, that the wic- 
ed Deſigns of thoſe Enemies to Monarchy. could never. 
Pave become ſo ſtrong, if they had not wrought on the 
Wore innocent, the inconſider#e Zeal of ſome (who atrer- 
Wards proved both good Subjects and faithful Patriots) wito 
empldimig over-feverely of on Errors of Government, 


| E 25 1] 
did (though as afterwards it appeared contrary to the 
Deſigns) give both Strength and Credit to a Faction whid 
did ſoon ſorofully diſdain them, whom at firſt they owne 
to be their Leaders: So dangerous it is to nouriſh Faction 
which will quickly pafs all Bounds. This, I hope, will teac 
all in the time to come, how carefully and religiouſly the 
ought to guard againſt the cheriſhing of Diſcontents , 
the poſſeſſing the Subjects with Jealouſies and Fears, an 

aà Contempt of their Governors, or their Government 


and as no Man can guard againſt any Sin, without he con 


ſider well all theſe ſubtle Temptations that lead him to it 
and all the ſmaller and leſs diſcerned or obſerved begin 
nings of it; ſo if we truly mourn and faſt for the Sin com 
mitted this day, we muſt conſider and watch againſt a 
theſe leſſer and more unheeded Motions, Jealouſies, Fears 
undutiful Diſcourſes and Cenſures, which do inſenſibly mak; 
way and prepare Men to all manner of Sedition and Diſloy 
alty ; at leaſt, ſo weakens their dutiful Reſpect to Gover 
nors, that faint Services are to be expected from ſo colic 
Aﬀections. | | | 5 5 

But I hope paſt Experience will teach us more Wiſdom, 
and that this Nation which with ſo religious a Zeal deſigns 
to expiate what is paſt, will with the ſame Care ſtudy the 
preventing every thing may lead to the reacting theſe ſad 
Calamities, of which we have {ſtill among us many dole 
ful Remembrances, beſides this day of Mourning and Fa- 
ſting. In which God of his infinite Mercy grant, we ney Ii 
ſo repent, that he may deliver us from Blood-guiltineſs,M' 
and from all other Judgments our Sins have moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved. - To this God be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


, 
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berefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for MV yath, 
; but for Conſcience-ſake. 


F dis the great and juſt Glory of our moſt holy Faith, 
that ir is no leſs the Intereſt than the Duty of all Men 
to embrace it, and Live according to its Precepts : For 
if we examine either the Complex of the whole Chri- 
Lian Religion in groſs, or the ſeveral parcels of it, and Duties 
enjoyns 5 we muſe confeſs all the Laws of Solon and Lycurgys, 
ff Greece and Rome come ' infinitely ſhort of the excellent 
'roviſions it gives for the Peace of Mankind, and the Order 
F Societies: So that it plainiy appears, the Author of it was 
lover of Men. What Rule of Juſtice can match that of doing 
a others what we would have others do to us, Matth. 7. 12. which 
s ſo home, ſo eaſily remembred, and readily applied, that no 
onder the very Heathens admired it? But, not content 
ich the ſtricteſt rigors of Juſtice, our Saviour hath alſo ob- 
ed us to the ſupererogatings oe I may ſo ſpeak) of CHO, 
; | | ER | 5 e an 
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and hath commanded us to Love one another as Brethren ; 
nor muſt our brotherly Love be confined within the narrow 
bounds of a Party, but extend it ſelf to all Men whom it 
takes within its Verge, forgiving Injuries and. loving Ene- 
mies. And for the ſecurity of Order and Government, what 
means are like thoſe our Religion offers ? This is even con 
feſſed by its declared Enemies, who charge it as the contri- 
vance of deſigning Men for ſecuring their Power and Au 
thority; and indeed all the Arts of Stateſmen, the Cunning; 
of Policy, the cloſeneſs of Councils, the Exactneſs of Intelli-· 
gence, the ſtrength of Armies or Navies, the ſtrictneſs o 
Guards, regular Fortifications, great Treaſures and vaſt Ma- 
gazines, are but Ineffectual Means, compared to this which 
Religion offers for the ſecurity of a State, by ſetting up Con 
ſcience as a Sentinel to watch in every Man's Breaſt, that 
Mall not let paſs through it one thought contrary to the Peace 
of the Society. Wile Stateſmen hold it for a Maxim, That 
the chief ſecurity of a Sovereign is in his being Maſter of the 
Hearts and Affections of his Subjects, which will draw with 
them their Hands and Purſes as need ſhall require. But 
Mankind being ſo ſubject to a variety of Paſſions, which by 
an unruly viciflitude poſſeſs the Minds, eſpecially of chef 
bach Multitude, there can be no Aſſurance in this, unleſs 

omewhat that is more fixed and better grounded, tye Sub 
jects to the Duty they owe the Sovereign Power. And 
therefore thoſe who have attempted God and deſigned to diſ-W: 
charge Men of the ſenſe of a Deity, or the Apprehenſionsl 
of another Life, are the greateſt Enemies to Authority: Their 
Blood and Extraction may perhaps entitle them ro Honour, 
and a high Quality, but their Maxims deſtroy all Honour, 
and would quickly bring on a levelling of all Qualities. He 
were, by the confeſſion of all, highly criminal, who would 
queſtion the King's Title tothe Crown, or offer to void his 
Right; and yet this is the Crime of thoſe inſulting Hectors: 
For if there be no God, then that Sacred and Royal Re- 
putation of Sovereign Power, which Princes derive from 
him, who is the Original of it, by 2yb9m Kings Reign, is out 
of doors: This levels the Prince with the Subject, and gives 
the Ulurperas good a Title as the lau ful Sovereign canclaim. 
S005"; Eos ff pt Coeds "8.6543 3:4 r x 22 5 
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ten I ſhall not now engage in a long diſcourſe of Policy, nor 
row mine the Original of Power, nor the Meaſures and Li- 
m ii its of it, nor the Nature and Extent of the Subjection we 
Zne. We Authority; much leſs run out in a long Digreſſion of 


vhatſhe Obligation of Conſcience: But ſhall limit my Diſcourſe | 
don one ſingle point, that Conſcience is the great ſecurity of 

1tri-Y State, the Spring of Obedience, and the ſure baſis of Sub- 

AuJiſfion. And in opening up this I ſhall, en 

ings 1. Shew that Conſcience doth choak and ſtifle the Occa- 

elli-Yions and cauſes of Commotions in their firſt Conceptions. 

s off. 2. That it drives the ſenſe of Duty and the obligation to 

Ma-. Pbedience deeper on our Minds than any other conſidera- 


ion whatſoever. _ 

3. That it gives the ſtrongeſt Arguments for convincing 
pur Reaſon and the moſt engaging Motives for prevailin 
bn our Affections, to pay the Duties of Subjection to choſe 
od hath ſet over us. And, 946 1,9 
4. I ſhall encounter and put out of the way a formidable 
Objection, which may offer it {elf in prejudice of what I 
am to deliver. | FT 1 tk 

For the firſt, it is certain, that as the great Diſeaſes of 
bur Bodies are not ſo much the Effects of outward Acci- 
dents as of bad Humpurs, to which a criſis may be given by 
ſome foreign Impreſſion, which may put them in a ferment, 
and ſo endanger our Health: Thus the diſtempers of the 
Body Politick owe their beginnings and growth to ſome ill 
Humours in it, and the real Cauſes of Commotions are ſel- 
dom the ſame with theſe that are pretended for training in 
and engaging a Multitude ; for, from whence come wars and 
ghtings among us, but from our luſts, that war in our Members? 
He St. Jam. 4. 2. I ſhall therefore conſider ſome. of thoſe Luſts 
Aldi and diſtempered Affections from which Commotions may 
his ariſe, that I may ſhew how Religion, and it only, can ſe- 
s: cure Government from their bad effects. Time will not 
e- allow me to make good all.I. am to ſay from Hiſtory ; but 
mY thoſe who know Mankind will eaſily ſee the dependence of 
ut theſe Effects from the Cauſes I go to Name, and ſuch as 
es have read Hiſtory will find the Confirmation of it ſo clear, 
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m. that I may well be excuſed the labour ofadducing particular 
18 Proofs in fo plain a caſe, © Nv. Fe Wn 
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1. But to ſtand no longer on Generals: One great occa- 
ſion of Commotions ĩs an unbounded and aſpiring Ambition 
which makes many ſwell big in their own conceit, and they 
meaſuring themſelves by what they appear in the Glaſs of 
their own inchanted Imagination, which both multiplies 
and magnifies all that is eminent in them, expect that all the 
World ſhould court them with the ſame admiration which 
they pay themſelves. Now it is a hard thing to fatisfie the 
. Pretenſions of all theſe lofty Aſpirers, nor can any State be 
able to gratifie them all; ſince nothing falls, to which ma- 
ny ſeveral Competitors do not put in a claim: And though 
there be many Corrivals, only one carries the Prize, the 
reſt being all big with a good opinion of themſelves, and 
provoked at the unjuſt preference, as they imagine it, do 
upon that think how to make themſelves conſiderable at their 
coſt, who they judge conſider them too little, and ſet up for 
ſome pretence to draw a Party, and make à Faction. But 
thoſe mighty Men in their own conceits are not at quiet 
when they have gained what they did at firſt pretend to, as 
that which would terminate their Ambition, but make uſe 
of it as a ſtep to mount them higher; and thus creep up thro 
all Degrees; and perhaps when they are as high as can conſiſt 
with the character of a Subject, do not reſt there, but when 
they are become firſt Miniſters, will next de- 
The Caſe of ſign to juſtle their Maſter from his Throne. For 
9 of Ambition is as the Grave unſatisfied, but ever 
che Third ſays, Give, give. This being ſogreat an evil, let 
time, us ſee what curb can be found for ſtopping its 
I? career. It will ſoon appear, thatall the Arts of 
Government cannot do it; Religion is that alone which 
teaches us to diſcharge our ſelves of this Tympany, whoſe 
ſwellings are 10 incurable. Our Saviour hath commanded 
us to learn of him, who was lowly in heart; St. Matth. 11. 29. 
his Apoſtle charges us, That. in lowlineſs of Mind we eſteem others 
1 better than our ſelves, Phil. 2. 3. That we humble our ſelves in the 
ſigbt of God, and be cloathed with humility as with a garment. 
x St. Pet. 5. 5. And indeed this bleſſed Doctrine does no 
ſooner prevail on us, but it changes that blind value and 
ſondneſs we have for our ſelves, into a profound unaffected 


2 
— 
> 


—— — — — > 
* — W Nr 225 - . 4 — 2 
Ee wil on — q _ « de 2 * 
” pam _ . 3 . : 


[31 J 
Humility, that repreſents our Faults and Defects as clear to 
„ as our former Vanity did our fuppoſed Excellencies ; 
and inſtead of vaſt towerings, brings us under great Con- 
rition, deep Self-denial, and an humble miſtruſt of our 


elves ; and thus Conſcience obliges us to be ſubject, by 


ſetting out of the way this great provocation to diſorder. 
2. Another Cauſe to which not a few of the Diſtempers 

of Societies owe their Riſe and Growth, is the heat and 

fury of Mens Paſſions, which being once kindled by their 


Pride, and blown on by many outward Accidents, at length 


become ſo fierce and violent, that no Banks can reſiſt their 
Torrent, but they ſweep all before them. Some are born 
under the diſadvantage of ill Nature and a Cholerick Diſ- 
poſition; and if theſe meet any provocation (which muſt 
needs fall out often ; for as a tender Body doth ſoon feel 


pain, ſo an ill diſpoſed Mind is quickly diſquieted) their 


heated Spirits are all in a Feaver, and they either ſwell with 
Rage, fret with Envy, or boil with Revenge: And thusare 


their Thoughts ſet to work, how to drudge happily under 


the ſevere bondage of their tyrannical Paſſions. One perhaps 
to be revenged on ſome triumphing Favorite, whom he can 
overtake no eaſier way, will be ready to drive all to confuſion, 
to comply with his diſquieting Malice: Another that is not 


ſo much in bondage himſelf to thoſe ill- natured Paſſions, yet 
being captivated with the Charms of a fair, but imperious 
and ſpiteful Miſtreſs, muſt give himſelf up as the Inſtrument 


of all her ill Nature, and, being diſtracted, with the extra- 


vagant Notions of Knight-errantry, thinks himſelf bravely. 


Gallant, when he has ſacrificed all things to her wicked Re- 
ſentments. Private Animoſities are known to have had a lar- 
ger ſhare in publick diſtempers, than any will willingly own; 
and this muſt needs be ſo ſtill, if there be no aſſured means 
for gualifying the heat, and tempering the Paſſions of Men: 
For no Government can be ſo well ballanced, but that many 
will find themſelves aggrieved by it, or by thoſe who manage 
it 3 and if upon theſe irritations we ask counſel at our blinded 


and miſled Paſſions, we may be well aſſured they will erer 


drive us into all the exceſſes of Fury and Confuſion. How 
excellent then muſt this Divine Diſcipline be, which _— 
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che wildneſs, and ſmooths the rouglineſs of our ꝑnpoliſfie 
Natures, teaching us to put off wrath, anger, malice, Haſpbem 
and evil communication out of our months ; Col. 3. 8. And, in 
Read of thoſe, moulds us into a Divine Temper, like out 
\meek Maſter, obliging us to forbear one another, and forgiv 
one another; as he has done us: Col. 3:13. For that Divine Wiſdom 
- which he taught the World, # firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle an 
eaftetobe entreated. S. Jam. 3. 17 It no ſooner gets into ourBreaſts 
but it dulcifies our Choler, qualifies the bitterneſs of ou 
Gall, and gives us the poſſeſſion of our Minds, out of which 
nothing can turn us; and transforms us from that ravenouq. 
Temper into a Dove: like diſpoſition, and, inſtead of theſ; 
botling thoughts, which do ferment, gives the quiet ſere- g;. 
nities of a good Conſcience and fervent Charity; ſo that we 
are no more Sons of Thunder, but Children of Love, and 
do no more bluſter out in Paſſion, but from the Calm of a 
cool Spirit do breath dut ſoft and gentle Affections: And 
if of a ſudden a Storm ariſe within us, our Conſciences will 
at once both arraign, condemn and kill theſe Paſſions that 
raiſe it, and thus teacheth us to be ſubject, by deſtroying theſe 


- 


Paſſions that do both marre our own Quiet, and endanger 


his pubuick Peace. _ *, -. 3 
3. Another Occafion that hath engaged many into ſedi- 

tious Courſes, hath been the narrownefs of their Fortunes; 
to which they, not underſtanding the Philoſophy of con- 
tracting their deſires, which is the ſafer and eaſier courſe, 
ſtudied. by all means whatſoever to enlarge them ſo as to 
ſatisfie the Vahtities and Prodigalities of an undiſcreet Ex- 
pence. As the turbulent Youth of Athens adviſed his Uncle, 
nding him buſied to prepare his Accounts, rather to ſtudy 
how to make none at all. Thoſe People think they drive a ſure 
Trade, for they can loſe little, and may gain much; therefore 
are ready to embark in the moſt deſperate Deſigns, hoping 
to fiſh ſome advantage from trotibled Waters. Their ſmall 
Fortunes joyned with their gaping deſires, àrè ever fettifig a 
new edge on their ulcerated Spirits, and none are fo furious 


as theſe, who pinched with want and cold; and armed by 
deſpair, muſt do or die: If the ordinary Courſe of Law and 
Juſtice go on, they are niidens / but the difordeting 1 ia 
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Wes both reprieve them from ruine, and feed them with 
„ne hopes. Now no treaſure can anſwer the demands of all 


* venous deyourers, who cannot dig, and are aſhamed to beg; 
vr can the greateſt exactneſs of care reach every Indivi- 
giv al of a State, or oblige them to an expence proportioned 
fon cheir Fortune, much leſs to limit their defires to it; but 
7 ill there be man Prodigals, who out=run themſelves, and 
itz ole are often Men of brick Tempers and ungoverned Ap- 
ou etites: In what diſorder then muſt Government be, if this 
nie Hnnot be repreſſed ? Perhaps in an evener Tract of Peace 
ound Plenty, when Order and Authority maintain their Re- 
SE; utation, ſuch diſſolute waſters of their Fortunes cannot 


ove ſo conſiderable, as to diſturb the Peace of a Nation: 
put all States are ſubject to Accidents that weaken them, 
nd the Cenſures of an unruly Multicude will often blaſt 
Fe Reputation of the beſt Government. And at ſome ſuch 

"Wiſadvantage theſe untoward Male- contents may catch an 
opportunity of doing much miſchief ; how great a happineſs 
Ihen is it to any Nation to embrace and obey that Religion 
hich teaches us, Not to take thought what we, ſhall eat; drink, 
put on, St. Matt. 5. 25, 34. that disbands the ſolicitudes 
bout to Morrow, and the anxious cares that oppreſs weaker 
inds ; our holy Faith teaching us, that we are pilgrims en 
arth, as all our Fathers were ; calls up our Thoughts above 
Ihe depreſſions of ſenſe, to feed our ſelves with the aſſured 


I opes of approaching Glory and Happineſs in another ſtate, 
5. hich does ſo entirely ſwallow up the ſenſe of any preſent 


Trouble, that it leaves no other Impreſſion on us, but to 


* Bnake us long to be gone beyond theſe ſhadows of Morta- 
© WMity and falſe appearances of Happineſs, which do now im- 
Pole on our bewitched Minds, and ſeduce us into a Thouſand 
© MErcors and Follies. And thusagain we ſee how Conſcience 
isles the very firſt motions of diſorder, and teaches us to be 
S ſubject. | 


4. A Fourth Occaſion of diſorder, is a buſie medling Tem- 
per, that cannot contain its ſelf within its own Limits and 
Sphere, but will engage in things beyond its underſtanding; 
and above its reach: Some cannot ſtay at home and do their 
own buſineſs, but muſt ramble ** J, and inſinuate Ns 
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ſelves on all Affairs and Company, and are ever gaping fo 
ſome change, hoping it may make way for their appearing 
in another Figure: Theſe are ever ſucking: in ill Reports, 
which they are ſure to belch up again in all Compa- 

- nies, not without additions. They delight to aſperſe 
Govetnours and Government, and either to find or make 
faults in every thing that is done, and a volatile unfixedneſs 
of diſpoſition makes them weary of - eſtabliſhed Laws and 
Cuſtoms, and gape for Changes through a. fond affectation 
of Novelty. Now theſe Vermine creeping into all Compa- 
nies, muſt certainly weaken the Nerves and Sinews of Go- 
vernment; and moſt attempts for repreſſing this humour 
make it boil with the greater vehemence : But, as the Wiſe- 

man inſtructed us of old, To fear God, and honour the King, and 
not to meddle ith thoſe that were given to change: Prov. 24. 26. 
and not to ſay, Why were the former days better than theſe, for 
we do nat enquire wiſely concerning that matter : Eccleſ. 7. 10. 
So the doctrine of the Goſpel commands every Man, 7. 40 
his cum buſineſs, to ſta at heme, not to be a buſie-body, nor meddle 
in other Mens affairs, but to pay tribute to whom tribute is due 

fear, to whom fear; and honour, to whom honour is due. 1 Thel. 

4. 11. 1 St. Pet. 4:15. Rom. 13. 7. Theſe being the Rules 

of Religion, I may appeal all the World to ſhew any thing 

can fo ſettle Order and Authority, as this which guards 
againſt the firft appearances of Clouds and Storms. 

But as Conſcience doth meet the earlieſt beginnings of 
diſorders in their leſs diſcernible and more plauſible colours, 
ſo it ties a Man to that ſevere conduct of himſelf, that he 
cannot embark in Deſigns which muſt be managed with fo 

much fraud and diſſimulation, as the contrivers of wicked 
courſes mult needs carry along with them in all their practi- 

ces: Pretending the higheſt reſpect, when they mean worſt, 
lying, and forſwearing, and ſometimes aſſaſſinating, as it 
may ſerve their ends, and never meaning what they ſay, 
nor ſaying what they mean, but ſhuffling and warping as 

Intereſt carries them. Nor can wicked Projects appear at 

firſt barefaced, leſt they ſhould be entertained with horrour 

by all ro whom hey are propoſed, but muſt go masked, till 
they be ſo ſtrong, as to dare to throw off the diſguite: Nay; 
„ „„ Reli- 


— 24 70 — 
— eve, A —_— 2 — — ' — 
* ä —_ * . h — k — * 
— LAS — — N 88 2 - 
. ö 2 — a 


- — 
— pes 
96 
* 


— 


-- — — . 
. ori 
— 


— ENTS ERR 
- 4 - -2 * —_— — — 

— >; 36 — 
— — — 7 * 2 * 

— — =OISC "4 

— ws — = ” cm—_— 
— 
- _ 
SY 
> * Wis 
1 , 


_ — — = _ * - * 
„ — . - 
: - - 


% — — 
== 0 


— Y 
— — 


\ 


3 1. 125 
Religion will be perhaps called in to ſerve a turn, and Scrip- 
tures wreſted to a favourable conſtruction; altthis baſe and 
foul dealing will ſo wound a tender and fincere Conſcience, 
that it will either contract a hardneſs and callus, and become 
proof 15 all theſe awakenings; or pull a Man out of 
theſe baſe Courſes that muſt be carried on by ſo. bad Me- 
chods; for there is nothing fo candid as Conſcience, and 
therefore St. Paul chargeth us pot to He one to another, ſince we | 
have put off the old Man with his deeds, and have put on the new 
Aan; Col. 3. 9. for he that does all things as in the fight of 
God, can do nothing that he fears ſhould be ſeen or known 
of Men. And thus I have diſpatched the firſt part of my 
Deſign, that Conſcience obliges us to Subjection, by re- 
5 all che firſt Motions that lead to Diſorder or Confu- 
jon. | 35 
2. Nor does it only put out of the way thoſe dangerous 
Stumbling-blocks, but it drives the ſenſe of Duty deep into 
our Minds. Law and Government can only watch over the 
Actions and Words of Subjects, but can neither diſcover nor 
over-rule their Thoughts, which a cautious Man wrapping 
up within himſelf can reſerve to a fit opportunity; but Con- 
Tcience inſinuates the Duty we owe the Sovereign Power 
upon our ſecreteſt Thoughts; and Religion obliges us nat 
to curſe the King in our thoughts; Eccleſ. 11. 20. and has made 
the Duty we pay Authority a part of its ſelf, and of theſe 
returns of the holy Fear and humble Obedience, we owe 
| the great King of Kings. But this muſt not be ſo far car- 
| ried, as if thoſe who are veſted with the Sovereign Power, 
had Authority to command us to embrace whatever Reli- 
gion they enjoyn, according to the peſtiferous ſpawn of that 
Infernal Leviathan, who by this Aſſertion doth at once de- 
ſtroy both Religion and Government. For that baſe Flat- 
terer of Princes, pretending to offer them more than wasUue! 
to them, hath {truck at the Root of their Authority, and at 
once robbed them of all their Rights : For we are either 
bound to obey the Sovereign by ſome obligation the Law of 
God brings on us, or not; if not, then all the Sacredneſs 
of Authority is gone, and the Prince has nothing but Force 
to maintain his Right, and N Uſurper that e 
A 8 3 2 
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ſhall have à better Right, by how much more Power he has 
to ſtrengthen his ambitious Pretenſions. But if we be bound 
by the Laws of God to obey the Supreme Power, then theſe 
Laws had a prier Title to our Obedience, and infer the Du- 
ties of Subjects as a particular Effect of their Doctrine: There- 
fore theſe Laws having the firſt Right to our Obedience muſt 
oblige us. Nor can we be allowed to pick out that one, of 
obeying the Magiſtrate, and leave the reſt behind us; for all 
the Laws of God being enacted by the ſame Authority muſt 
_ Equally bind us; and as no deputed Magiſtrate can void the 
Laus of the Supreme Power, {6 neither can Princes void the 
Laws of God without ſopping the Foundations of their own 
Authority. But none of theſe magnifyings of Magiſtracy 
are neceſſary to make it great; it being by God himſelf 
exalted to ſo culminating a height, and the rendring to God 
the things that are God's, does not prejudice Cæſar in the 
things that are Cæſar s: But Religion ingages us to ſo full 
and Obedience to the Laws, that our violating them, when 
they contradict no Command of God's, makes us guilty in 
His ſight ; and though we diſguiſe what we do with ſo much 
cunning, that the Secular Power can fix no Cenfure on us, 
yet our Conſciences will accuſe us before God for thoſe fe- 
cret Tranſgreflions which no humane Care can diſcover. 
There is a Tribunal ſet up by God for the Magiſtrate inall 
our Breaſts, which will paſs Sentence ſeyerely, and not be 
put off by the tricks of Law, the boldnefs of Denials, the 
cunning of Excuſes, or any other Arts that may Impoſe 
upon, or abuſe ſuch Judges, who muſt proceed upon clear 
evidence, and not on dubious conjectures: But when a Man 
is retired inward, and his Conſcience takes him to task, then 
all theſe viſors are pulled off, and he muſt needs appear in 
the foul colours of Guilt. Another Method by which Con- 
{cience binds on us the ſenſe of Duty and Subjection to thoſe 

| fer over us, is the Obligation to pray for them, accordin 
to that great Rubrick of Prayer, St. Paul gives, Texhort there- 
fore that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 
of thayks be made for all Men, for Kings and all that are in au- 
#hority, that we may lead a quiet and peageable life in all godlineſs 
and goneffy ; 2 Tim. 2. 1, 2. Which whoſoever Isa Ce 

AS | . 


C 
muſt needs obſerye. This then muſt every Day awaken 
and keep alive the ſenſe of Duty to thoſe over us, ſo thatif 
we have been prevailed on to undutiful courſes, when we 
retire to our Devotions, this muſt certainly open our Eyes 
to diſcern and repent of our faults ; for if we pray, and act 
contradictions, then we either mock God,by praying for that 
we do not deſire, and which we ſtudy to deſtroy ; or we act 
moſt impiouſly in oppoſition to that we judge our ſelves 
bound to pray for : And every Man, whoſe Conſcience is 
he not ſtrangely aſleep, will ſoon diſcover this double dealing 
he in himſelf, if he pray againſt what he acts, and be acting 
vn againſt his Prayers. Thus it appears, that Conſcience brings 
cy the ſenſe of our Duty to the Sovereign Power nearer us,and 
l to cloſer conflicts with our daily thoughts, and forceth upon 
dus a frequent review of them. Nor is this a blind and brutifn 
1c Subjection to which Conſcience ties us, but it binds it on us 
l wich the fulleſt evidence of Reaſon. | 
nl. 3. And this is the third Particular, to which my Deſign 
in now leads me, wherein I am to lay out thoſe Arguments 
h that Conſcience and the Doctrines of Chriſtianity offer for 
„ this Subjection we muſt pay the Magiſtrates. I jhall not 
:- © meddle with thoſe Reaſons that may be drawn from the Rules 
r. of Humane Policy, the Nature of Societies, the Origine 
and Ends of Magiſtracy, but ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to 
e thoſe which natural and revealed Religion do offer for ob- 
liging us to Subjection to the higher Powers. 5 
1. And firſt of all, we are taught that theſe Powers are of 
God, that they are the Ordinance of God, his Deputies, Mini- 
ſters and Vicegerents, That have the Sword of Fuſtice put in 
their hands by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and the encou- 
ragement of thoſe that do well; Verſ. 1. 2, 3. and he himſelf hath 
ſaid, They are Gods; Pſal. 82.6. a ſtrain of ſpecch, that, it 
Divine Authority did not warrant it, would pals for impu- 
dent and blaſpbemous Flattery : Tho"then the Powers that 
are over us be clothed with our Natures, and are ſubject to 
like Paſſions and Infirmities with us, and live and die like 
Men, yet for all that we muſt look on them as Sacred and 
Divine by their Character. The ſevere Reſpect that Con- 
ſcience enjoyns us to pay Authority appears in the Inſtance 
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that wiſely maintains that great Fabrick and vaſt Frame off 


| . 
of David, who, the purſued by. Saul with all the violenc{n 
and injuſtice of Oppreſſion and Cruelty, yet when he had 
him in his hands, and offered him the ſmall affront of cutting 

off the hem of his garment, bis heart (mote him for it: 1 Sam. 2. 

4. 6, 6. This was a Character of a Man according to GodM| 
heart. Deputed Powers are only accountable to thoſe fron 
_ . whom they derive their Authority ; ſo the higher Power: 
being deputed by God, muſt indeed render to him a ſevere 
account of their adminiſtration, but not to others; we are 

. therefore to obey tbem for the Lord's ſake, aud to be ſubject u 

' them for Conſcience-ſake. 1 S. Pet. 2.13, 

2. Another conſideration that obligeth to Subjection, 

which Religion offers, is the ſteady and firm belief of the 

Government of the World, by that Unerring Providence 


Beings, which it ſelf raiſed out of nothing. We are apt 

upon the firſt appearances of things to judge raſhly, even 
before we have ſeen all the ſides and ſecrets of humane 
Counſels, which would often alter our thoughts very much 
from our over-forward Judgments ; But the ſecrets of the 
Divine Counſcls lie hid from all the living, and yet the long 
experience which the Oeconomy of the World offers us, may 
juſtly convince us, that we are not to paſs ſentence haſtily, 
and that often thole things which did look molt cloudy,and 
threatned ſome diſmal Conſequences; did by the ſecret Go- 
vernings of that Supreme Mind, produce effects very diffe- 
rent from thoſe that not without great probabilities were 
feared ; This therefore muſt clear the Melancholy of our 
diſcouraged and dejected minds, and diflipate thoſe thick 
miſts of fears and jealouſies which might otherwiſe damp 
and diſhearten us. He that gave the Laws to Day and Night, 
and can reverſs theſe when he will; that taught the whole 
Frame of Nature thoſe Motions they obſerve, and yet can 
force the Sun both to ſtop and to give ground when he 
will; and can make the Sea to riſe up in hills, is able to 
extricate the darkeſt and moſt involved Ravelings of Second 

Cauſes, We are therefore ſecure, knowing, Rom. 8.28. That 
all things work together for good to them that love God, believing 

that his Providence wetcheth over his Church, ani all that truſt 


in 


I , 
nel; bim, ſo that not a hair of their head falls to the ground without 
Hat 03s tare, and that he hath given his Angels charge to encamp about- 
t:nfpnd Miniſter to the heirs of Saluntion; and this may well ſuper- 
Nee our fears, and throw off the anxieties of all perplexing 
boughts, and compoſe our minds to an humble Subjection 
Wo choſe God hath brought us under. I know ſome may think 

[ plead here the ſtupidity of Fate, which muſt needs diſhear- 
Wen and ſlacken all good Intentions and Deſigns; but we 
are to conſider the Order God hath fixed in the Government 
of the World, and the particular ſtation wherein he hath 
placed and poſted us, out of which we are not to ftir on 
the pretence of heroical excitations; which, when exami- 
ned, will be found the hears of a warm Fancy, or the ſwel- 
ceſlings of an elevated Mind that diſtruſts the Providence of 
of God, as if he were not able to compaſs his deſigns, and 
ptcherefore he muſt ſtretch out his hands to help him, labour- 
eng ing under too great a load; which is indeed the language 
ne hof all thoſe who pretending zeal for his Service, do ſtep out 
ch hof their ftation, and meddle with matters that are too high 
he for them. The fate of Uzzab ſhould have taught us both 
ag more Wiſdom and Religion, who ſeeing the Ark of God 
ſhake, 2 Sam. 6. 5. and conſidering how diſmal an Omen the 
y, Jover- turning that ſacred Repoſitory had been, and how dif- 
d ¶ graceful and impious it would be to ſee thoſe precious Sym- 
>- dbols of the Divine Preſence laid in the duſt; and, not re- 
z- membring that none but the Family of Aaron might touch 
'e thoſe holy Myſteries, put out his hand to hold them, but 
Ir was ſtruck dead on the place. We are rather to look on 
k and adore the hidden Traces and Methods of the Divine 
p Counſels, and patiently to wait for that Iſſue of things, 
„ which notwithſtanding of all the diſorders may at any time 
e appear in humane affairs, the Eternal Wiſdom of that Ar- 
2 chitectonical Mind will in due time bring forth, and in the 
mean while reſt ſatisfied in all he does, commending things 
in our Prayers to him, and doing every thing that befits our 
1 Þ Condition for preſerving Peace, Order and Religion, but go- 
ing no farther, for the wrath of Man doth not work out the rigb- 5 
ö eoaſneſt: of God. S Jam. 1. 20. And thus Conſcience, fixing our 
f Subjection on the unſhaken Baſis of our Faith and Confidence 

in God, binds us by the ſtrongeſt Ties to our Duty. A 
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3. A third Argument Conſcience offers to oblige us to be 
Tubje& and quiet, is the fervent and extended Charity it; 
| poſſeſſeth us with to all Mankind, which muſt needs hold 
1 us from engaging in Courſes that will prove deſtructive: to 
A great part of it: Where we conſider what the MiſchietsÞ: 
of Rebellion and Civil War are, what Diſſolution of Govern- 
ment and Confuſion of Juſtice it brings after it, how much 
Blood and Rapine, Oppreſſion, Plunder and Profanation 
of the moſt ſacred things, are the certain Effects of Commo - Ia 
E if they be long lived, what lover of Mankind or Per. 
lon truly charitable will engage in Courſes ſo black, whole 
rape may prove ſo tragical, and run far beyond what 
was at firſt deſigned, and produce Effects far more miſchie- 
vous than thoie that were complained of? How many dil- 
2 Cities, depopulated and burnt Villages; what 
Tears of Widows and Orphans, and of Aged Perſons be- 
reft of their Children, who were the comfort and ſuppott of 
their Age muſt follow on ſuch courſes, when the Fields are 
en with the Carcaſes of the dead, and the Scaffolds 
moak with the Blood of Innocents, and that not only with 
common Gore, but Royal and Sacred Blood? A pathetick 
and florid Eloquence could eaſily manage this Theme with 
thoſe Advantages, as to raiſe horror in all at Courſes ſo 
barbarous and unchriſtian, which the common Sentiments 
of Humanity will make thoſe of ſofter and relenting Tem- 
ers hate, much more the meek and peaceable Chriſtians. 
nd that theſe are not the melancholly Repreſentations of 
a troubled Fancy, a little Reflection on what we have ſeen 
and known, and a penetrating Proſpect into what may be 
before us will eaſily make out to all conſidering Minds : 
Therefore ſtrong and fervent Charity to Mankind will prove 
. 2 certain Curb to repreſs new Attempts at thoſe Diſorders, 
the Effects whereofare not yet old, nor out of mind. And 
here again Conſcicnce obliges us to be ſubje&t. __ 
4 The laſt Conſideration which I ſhall propoſe, by which 
e binds us to Subjection, & the Nen Exam 
pie of aur great Maſter, who was made perfect through Sufferings ; 
eb. 2. 10. the whole Courſe of 11 Lite A — — 
Tract of doiug good and bearing ill; he paid the Tate 
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hings that were Cæſars: St. Matth. 22. 21. And when he was 
olay down his Life for us, he ſubmitted himſelf patiently, 
ot only to the Will of his Heavenly Father, but to the Ci- 
il Powers which then governed in Tudæa: Though he, as 
he Heir of all things might have claimed the Empires of the 
orld as his Right, yet ſince he humbled himſelf ſo as to 
de born in the low Character of a Subject, he in that, as in 
all other things, became a perfect Pattern to us of all Righ- 
eouſneſs. When the accurſed Band came out againſt him, 
hough he could have brought down Legions of Angels for 


his Relief, yet he not only ſubmitted himſelf co them, but 


both rejected and reproved St. Peter's too forward Zeal and 
told him, that ſuch as drew the Sword ſhould periſh by the Sword ; 
St. Matth. 26. 5. And when the ill guided Fervor of that 
great Apoſtle had miſled him tothe exceſs of ſmiting with 
the Sword, our Saviour expreſſed his Diſpleaſure at it, by 
his miraculous piecing the Ear again with the maimed Head, 
And when he was accuſed to Pilate of being an Enemy to 
Czſar, and pretending to ſet up another Kingdom, he did 
in the plaineſt Stile was poſſible condemn all Pradi/ings againſt 
Government upon pretencę of Religion, by ſaying, Joh.18.36. My 
Kingdom is not of this World; if ny Kingdom were of this World,then 
would my Servants fight that I ſhould not be delivered to the Fews, 
but now 1s Kingdom not from hence : This doth fo expreſly 


- {diſcharge all buſling and fighting on the pretence of Reli- 


gion, that we muſt either ſet up for another Goſpel, or ut- 
terly reje& what is ſo formally condemned by the Author 
of this we profeſs to believe. And never Cauſe of Religion 
was of ſo great concern, as the preſerving the Head and Au- 
thor of it, whom with equal Mixtures of Injuſtice and Vio- 
lence his enraged Enemies where againſt all colours of 
Equity, and contrary. to Law and Religion, dragging to 
that Death, which, tho' it proved the happieſt thing to 
Mankind, yet on their part who acted it, was the fouleſt 
Crime the Sun ever ſaw. | . 
The bleſſed Apoſtles followed their Maſters Steps in this, 
as in all other things; and therefore having learned of our 
Sa v iout that Leſſoſl of n the Croſs, and ng 
PF. 2, Te >. | . tiently, 
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tiently, when injuſtly perſecuted, counted it their Glory 
to be conformable to him in his Sufferings; and indeed, if 
we examine the Nature and Deſign of that holy Religion 
our Saviour delivered, we will find nothing more diametri- 
cally oppoſite to all its Rules, than the diſtempered Fury 
of theſe miſguided Zealots, who being carryed on by the 
Fierceneſs of their ungovern'd Paſſions, have, upon colours 
of Religion, filled the World with Blood and Confuſion, 
Otherwiſe does St. Paul teach the Romans in this Chapter, 
though then groaning under the ſevereſt Rigors of Bondage 
and Tyranny ; and St. Peter doth at full length 
"var... Once and again call on all Chriſtians to prepare 

the ena, for Sufferings, and to bear them patiently ; and 
and 3 14, though the Bondage of the Slaves was heavy and 
15,6, 7. highly contrary, to all the Freedoms of the human 
verſes. Nature, yet he exhorts them to bear the Severi- 
ties, even of their froward and unjuſt Maſters; with this Ar- 
gument, That Chriſt ſuffered for them, leaving them an Exam- 
ge, that they ſhould follow his Steps. From theſe unerring 

ractices and Precepts mult all true Chriſtians take the 
Meaſures of their Actions, and the Rules of their Life: And 
indeed the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity embraced the Croſs, 
and bore it not only with Patience, but Joy ; and as long 
as Chriſtianity continued pure and unallayed, this Doctrine 
of patient ſuffering was not only a big and empty Boaſt, but 
gave Proofs of its Reality, by the unexempled Patience and 
Sufferings of the Chriſtians in a Succeſſion of Three Ages 
and Ten Perſecutions. Theſe blefſed Witneſſes of our Faith 
were burning and ſhining Lights, as well by the Purity of 
their Lives as by the Stakes and Flames of their Martyrdom. 
Nero unpalled them, and cloathing them with Pitch-coats, 
made chem burn as Torches in the Night; but theſe Fires 
ſcattered the Darkneſs of that Night of Idolatry in which 
Rome lay buryed, and both enlightned and inflamed many 
that lay freezing in Darkneſs, It was the Aﬀtoniſhment of 
the World to ſuch Numbers of all Ages, Sexes, and Quali- 
ties, with that Alacrity and Chearfulneſs of Submiſſion, to 
offer up chyir Lives for the Faith; and neither the Cruelty 
of their un elenting Perſecutors, nor the continued Toe ol 
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their Miſeries, which did not end but with their days, prevai- 
led on them either to renounce the Faith, or do that which is 
next degree to it, throw off the Croſs, and betake themſelves 
to ſeditious Practiſes for their preſervation, but continued 
ſtedfaſt both in their Faith and Patience, by which they inhe- 
rited the Promiſes. Nor was Chriſtianity endamaged by all 


that fury; on the contrary, the Blood of the Martyrs was the 


Seed of the Church, whoſe Field being thus fatned, did ſpring 
up thirty, ſixty and a hundred fold; fo that for every new har- 
veſt of a Perſecution, there was a plentiful crop of Chriſtians. 
And there is no reaſon to think theſe bleſſed Martyrs endured 
all their Sufferings, conſtrained by neceſſity, becauſe they 
could do no other; for as: we find in the inſpired Hiſtory, that 
at two Sermons there were eight thouſand Converts, ſo pro- 
fane as well as Eccleſiaſtical Writers aſſure us; the Numbers of 
the Chriſtians, became very ſoon ſo vaſt, that nothing but the 
Conſcience of the Duty they owed the ſupreme Powers obli- 
ged them to be ſubject. Pliny, who lived a hundred 
years after our Saviour wrote to Trajan, That in Pon- 
tus and Bithy nia there were great numbers of Chriſtians 


Lib. 10. 
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of all Ranks, both in Cities and Villages, ſo that the Temples of their 


Gods, were by the prevailing Growth of Chriſtianity, left deſolate. A 
little after him Marcus Aurelius had a Legion of Chriſtians in 
his Army, of whom he gives this Character in his Edict, Thar 
they carried God in their Conſciences ; and when there were fo ma- 
ny inthe Army, we may ona fair computation reckon their 
Numbers to have been very great. Not long after that does 
Tertullian plead for thoſe in his days, in his admired Apologe- 


tick, and tells the Romans, Ch. 37. That if they would ſtand to their 


own defence, they wanted not the Strength of Numbers and Armies, 
that neither the Moors nor Parthians,ner any other of the Nations 
that fought with the Romans cuuld match them, who filled the 
whole World, all their Places, Towns, Ilands, Caſtles, Villages, Councils, 
Camps, Tribes, Senate and Market-places; only they abandoned their 
Temples to them; adding, that to aut War were they not both fit 
and ready, even tho they were leſs numerous, who were butchered fo 


' willingly, if their Diſcipline did not allow them rather to be Ad Scap. 


killed than to kill? And elſewhere he vindicates the 2 
Chriſtians, That none of them were ever found guilty of Cenſpira- 
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cies againſt the Emperors, whom they acknowledged to be ſet up by 
God, and therefore judged themſelves bound to lowe,reverence and ho- 
nour them. But as the Chriſtian Religion continued to ſpread 


bya vaſt and prodigious increaſe, ſo did the ſpite of the Infer- 


nal Furies grow fierce againftit by the ſame proportion ; and 
in the laſt Perſecution, which continued about 20 years, we 
find the Martyrs of one Province (Egypt) reckoned to be be- 
twixt 8 and 9000000 ; and yet no Tumults were raiſed 
againſt all this Tyranny and Injuſtice : And tho' after that the 
Emperors turned Chriſtian, and eſtabliſhed the Faith by Law, 
yet neither did the ſubtil Attempts of Julian the Apoſtate, nor 
the open Perſecutions of ſome Arrian Emperors, who did with 
Sas violence proſecute the Orthodox, occaſion any ſeditious 
2ombinations againſt Authority. Theſe are the great Pre- 
cedents this holy Doctrine of the Croſs hath in the firſt and 
2 Ages, and tho Religion ſuffered great Decays in the 
ſucceſſion of many Ages, yet for the firſt ten Centuries no 
Father or Doctor of the Church, nor any aſfembly of Church- 
men, did ever teach, maintain or juſtifie any Rebellions or 
ſeditious Doctrines or Practiſes. 138 | 
4. And thus I have made good what I undertock to evince, 
that Conſcience doth with the greateſt evidence of Reaſon 
and Authority, bind us to an abſolute Subjection to the high- 
er Powers; and have obſerved what was the Path our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf followed, the Traces whereofare to be known 
by thoſe bloody Steps he hath left behind him for our Exam- 
ple and Inſtruction. We have alſo ſeen a glorious Cloud of 
Witneſſes following him in the ſame way he both opened up 
and conſecrated to them. But after all this, it may be perhaps 
objected, That all Chriſtians, at leaſt all Pretenders to it, have 
not followed the ſame Rule, and that ſome Diviſions of Chri- 
ſtendom, which in all other things run very wide from one 
anpther, yet meet in this Doctrine of reſiſting the ſupreme Au- 
thority, and not only ſo, but they vouch Religion for their 


Warrant and their Quarrel both, and pretend a Zeal for Qod, 
his Church, and his Cauſe in all they do: This is the laſt part 
pf my Diſcourſe, to which I obliged my ſelf in the beginning; 

nd Iwill handle it with the round Plaineſs that ſuch a Point, 
how tender ſoever ſome may think it, requires. It is true, 
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about the end of the eleventh Century this peRtiferous 
Doctrine took its Riſe, and was firſt broached and vented by 
Pope Gregory VII. commonly called Hildebrand, the firſt Pope 
of that Name; though a far better Man had baſely and ſhame- 
fully courted the cruel and perfidious Phocas, and treated him 
in a ſtile of mean and ſordid Flattery that misbecame any 


Man, much more ſo great a Biſhop. But the Pope I now ſpeak 


of went more briskly to work, and begun that inſolent and 
bold Pretenſion of the Temporal Power of the Popes over all 


Kings and Princes; that they being Chriſt's Vicars on Earth, 


muſt have all Power in Heaven and Earth deputed to them, 
and that as St. Peters Succeſſors they had the two Swords, the 
Spiritual and the Temporal put in their hands. Upon this he 
aſpired and exalted himſelf above thoſe whom the Scripture 
calleth Gods. Nor did this reſt in a bare ſpeculation, but any 
that will read his Epiſtles, and knows the Hiſtory of his Life, 
will ſee what diſmal confuſions he brought on Germany and 
Taly, and laid the Foundations of thoſe bloedy Wars which 
followed and continued for ſome Ages: Then did the Facti- 
ons of the Guelphs and Gibellins divide Nations, 'Towns and Fa- 
milies, and fill all places with Blood and Confuſion. How 
other Popes did afterwards ſet the ſame pretenſions on foot, 
both in France, England, and in many other places, is well 


enough known to all that are acquainted with Hiſtory ; and 


for twoor three Ages the Tyranny of this was ſo heavy, that 
any inſolent Church-man was able to diſturb Government, 
by carrying Complaints to Rome of ſome pretended Incroach- 
ments on the Eccleſiaſtical Immunity ; upon which Monito- 
ry Breves and Bulls were diſpatched from Rome, and every 


Prince was either to obey theſe, how much ſoever they might 


ben his Government, or to look for the Thunders of 
xcommunication, Depoſition, abſolving his Subjects from 
their Oaths of Fidelity, and the transferring his Dominions 
on fome other more zealous Votary of that See. And any 
that will read the Decretals, Bulls and Breves of many of the 
aſpiring Popes, will find that theſe were not only ambitious | 
and elainded Practiſes, the guilt of which being perſonal, 

died with themſelves; but they founded them on the Rights 
of the dee of Rome, and in the ſtile of an univerſal Paſtor _ 
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poſed the Belief of that on the World. Now. I would preſume 
to ask any of that Communion, if they believe theſe Popes 
were infallible in thoſe Deciſions and Inſtructions they impo- 
ſed on the World, or not? If any ſay they were infallible in 
them, they are without more ceremony of Words, Traitors, 


who ſubject our Sovereign's Rights, which he derives from. 


God only, to a foreign Superior Power: If they were not in- 
fallible in theſe Deciſions, then what is become of the Pope's 
Infallibility ? For the preſent Pope can have no more than 
his Predeceſſors had; and if they erred, he may likewiſe 
err. But I muſt advance this a little farther, to ſhew that 


thoſe of that Communion, though they reject the Popes 


Infallibility, yet if they ſubmit to the Infallibility of their 


General Councils, are ftill in the ſame hazards of being 


Rebels. For the Council of Lateran, which in the Roman 


Church is held General and Oecumenical, that firſt decreed 


Tranſubitantiation, did alſo by the Third of its Canons de- 
Cree, That all temporal Princes ſhould exterminate (I ſhall not 
critically examine that word which muſt amount to baniſh- 
ment at leaſt) all Hereticks ; adding, Ihat if any Temporal Lord, 
being admoniſhed by the Church, did neglect to purge his Lands, he 


ſhould be firſt excommunicated, and if he continued in his contempt 
and contumacy,a years notice was to be given of it to the Pope, 2b 


thenceforth ſhould declare his Vaſſals abſolved from the Fidelity they 
oed him, and expoſe his Lands to be Invaded by Catholicks, whs 
might poſſeſs it without any contradittion, having exterminated the 
Hereticks out of it, and preſerve it in the Purity of the Faith.This 
is ſo plain, that I ſuppoſe without any heſitation it may be 


called a down-right Conſpiracy againſt all Sovereign Prin- 


ces; and this being decreed by a General Council, muſt ei- 
ther be Inſallibly true, or the Foundation on which they 
have raiſed all their Superſtructure of the Infallibility of 
their General Councils, is overturned. | 88 8 
But the ſame Equality of Juſtice and Freedom, that obli- 

ged me to lay open this, ties me to tax alſo thoſe who pre- 

tend a great heat againſt Rome, and value themſelves on 
their abhorring all the Doctrines and Practiſes of that 
Church, and yet have carried along with them one of their 


moſt peſtjferous Opinions, pretending Reformation when 


they 


? 
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they would bring all under Confuſion, and vouching the 
Cauſe and Work of God, when they were deſtroying that 
Authority he had ſet up, and oppoſing thoſe impowred by 
him : And the more Piety and Devotion ſuch daring Pre- 
tenders put on, it ſtill brings the greater ſtain and imputa- 
tion on Religion, as if it gave a Patrociny to thoſe Practiſes 
it ſo plainly condemns. This is F#das-like, to kiſs our Ma- 
ſter when we betray him, and to own a Zeal for Religion 
when we engage in courſes that diſgrace and deſtroy it. 
But, bleſſed be God, our Church hates and condemns 
this Doctrine from what hand ſoever it come, and hath efta- 
bliſned the Rights and Authority of Princes on ſure and un- 
alterable Foundations, enjoyning an entire Obedience to 
all the lawful Commands of Authority; and an abſolute Sub- 
miſſion to that Supreme Power God hath put in our Sove- 
reign's hands. This Doctrine we juſtly glory in, and if any 
that had their Baptiſm and Education in our Church have 
turned Renegades from this, they proved no leſs Enemies 
to the Church her ſelf, than to the Civil Authority. So that 
their Apoſtaſie leaves no blame on our Church, which glo- 
ries in nothing more than in a well-tempered Reformation 
from the later Corruptions which the dark Ages brought 
In, to the pure and Primitive Doctrines which our Saviour 

and his Apoſtles taught, and the firſt Chriſtians retained 
and practiſed for many Ages. 1 | 8 

To Reſume all then: Let vs adorn our holy Profeſſion 
with a Life ſuitable to it, and let us ſhew to the World, that 
we take not up, nor maintain our Religion upon Intereſt, 
but found it on ſure and unmoveable Foundations, which, 
being the ſame always, will ever oblige us to the ſame Du- 
ties and Practiſes. Let us ſtudy to empty our ſelves of all 
big ſelf-conceiting Thoughts, of all hot and inflamed Paſ- 
ſions and Appetites, of all unruly and unbounded Deſires, 
of all Levity and unſtayedneſs of mind ; that with humble 
Hearts, calm Minds,contented Spirits, and-ſteady 'Thoughts, 
every one may follow the Duties of his Station, and con- 
tain hiniſelf within it as becomes a Chriſtian, paying inward- 
lvy in our very thoughts that reverence we owe the Higher 
Powers, and offering up to God the conſtant Tribute of 


1 

ur Pra for them; conſidering they are s.Vi tits, 2 
h tis 5 7 are called Cod Andi the Con ea Fr Wh, and not 
uit out wiſhes or deſires, yet for ts at we are to truſt to Fog depend on 
God's Providence, not daring once to think of or men jury, againſt the 
Lord's anointed; nor — engage in courſes that may bring on fo much miſ- 
chief and copfplion, 'Þ ut let us ever-ſet before our Eyes our bleſſed Saviour, 
Who endured th! the Groſs and 25 iſed the Shame; who when he was rewiled, reviled 
not Again, and when he ſuffered, he threntned not, but committed himſelf to him 
that judge y righteouſly : And 100 us alfo conſider that Cloud of Witneſſes 
| he fitted him; Thar lo we may run with e race af i ſet before us, 
= not Ops to or imitate the later practiſes of ſome di pet and de- 

Re hriſtians. And then we Mall be an honour ro our Profeſſion, and 


24 ctedit to that Church wherein we were Born, Baptiſed and inſiru- 
ben 1 that we are ee net Nee Wrath, ry rh 


Religion 5 clagvr 92 bri 
Shinings of the Night. For not 
than the roretvin this Faith, hn 'both 3 la in all his Rights 
and obliges all others to pay bim whatever is due from the Relations they 
ſtand in. Does « Father deſite dmiful Children, or Children an affectio- 
nate Father? Make them de ns, and they are ſure of what they 

8 o Husband and Wife expect the Fidelity add Sacred performance 
the Ties of Wedlock? This mhſt certainly follow on their being good 
_ Choifttans, Do Maſters deſite hotiefÞ and careful Servants,” and Servants a 
juſt and gentle Maſter ? Make them good Chriſtians and they will prove 
hack Do yh Men defire to live by: honeſt well-natured and affectionate 
bours ? Their being good Chriſtians will certainly make them ſuch: 

Do Hed deſire a good King? Let chem pray that he be a good Chri- 
ſian, and then he ſhall certainly govern well; and do King) deſire good 
and obedient Subjects? Let them take care that they be good Chriſtians, 
and then they will be Subject, Not on ly for Wrath, but for Conſcience- fake. _ 
Nom to the King of Kings, and Lotd if Lordi, ao al _ Prove and Sl, 
fir ever Moder: 4 nen f | : 
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1 and State of Scotland. In Four Conferences: Wherein the Anſwet 
to the Dialoges bet wixt the Conformiſts and the Non - conformiſts, is ex- 
2 5. Heber Burnet, Profeſſor of Theology in:Glaſgow, now Lord 
Biſhop of Salabury. printed at Glaſgow 1673. To be Sold at the Fabliſher? 
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